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A SignHealth office was set up in 
Kampala in 2009, and over the last 
year SignHealth have established the 
first ever pre-school educational service 
for Deaf Children in Uganda, called 
Kiwatule Day Centre in Kampala.

Healthcare charity supports projects in Uganda
Focus over the next year will be 

around health, specifically, mental 
health, maternal and child health and 
HIV/AIDS.

Healthcare staff will be trained in 
communication and awareness of the 
special needs of the deaf accessing 
healthcare.

The charity will continue to network 
and advocate for improvements in 
deaf rights, working towards reducing 
inequalities.

Community/Support Groups will also 
be set up to focus on supporting existing 
groups linked into the health, education 
or advocacy aspects of the programme 
in order to improve the services.

There are circa 750,000 deaf people 
in the country with communication 
barriers, abject poverty and illiteracy and 
ill health preventing any improvement. 
It is estimated 90% of deaf people in 
the country are unable to read or write.  

SignHealth, the healthcare charity for deaf people, has been working with 
The Woodford Foundation to establish a service for people in Uganda

There are 750,000 deaf 
people in the country facing 
communication barriers, 
abject poverty, illiteracy
and ill health

The charity is also going to be providing 
pre-school education at the National 
School for the Deaf, at Ntinda, Kampala.

In partnership with the Woodford 
Foundation, Christopher Brock Trust 
and Sense International, SignHealth 
have also sponsored the completion of 
the new Deafblind Unit at the St Marks 
VII School for the Deaf in Bwanda, near 
Masaka in the southwest of Uganda.Pupils from the Deafblind Unit, St Marks VII School for the Deaf in Bwanda, southwest Uganda

A spokesperson from the Department 
of Work and Pensions in London, told 
Hearing Times, “Between April 2009 
and January 2010, 8,760 unemployed 
people took up the volunteer option.”

“The aim of the Job Centres is 
obviously to get people into work, but 
also recognises that helping others 
in the voluntary sector builds up 
confidence, offers new skills and fills in 
the gaps on CVs.”

The usual voluntary referral route 
is through Volunteer Centres. At a 
Volunteer Centre in Brighton & Hove 
they have over 200 charitable and 
special needs organisations on their 
books, however no deaf or hard of 
hearing organisation has advertised 
opportunities with the centre. 

As unemployed figures rise, more 
and more people are taking up the 
voluntary option, perhaps this is the 
time for special needs organisations to 
consider advertising to take advantage 
of this?

Reassuringly, this trend is not 
reflected nationwide. “We currently 
have around 20 active volunteers 
ranging from supporting service users 
socially, assisting with refreshments 
and activities at our drop-in venue in 
Sussex,” said Chrissie Jenner, Personal 
Assistant at Sussex Deaf Association.

“We think it is a vital commodity to 
have these wonderful volunteers playing 
a much needed and important role for 
voluntary organisations to continue and 
promote their services.

“[Volunteering] gives the opportunity 
to further their career, to maybe 

becoming a community worker or even 
an interpreter for deaf individuals.”

Mike Locke, Director of Public Affairs 
at Volunteering England, also has 
a positive and encouraging attitude 
towards volunteering, especially within 
deaf and hard of hearing organisations.

“Volunteering with the hearing 
impaired community can help develop 
a whole range of transferable specialist 
skills, such as British Sign Language 
(BSL) and note taking.”

Mike continued, “We believe 
volunteering is for everybody. BSL is the 
first or only language of 50,000 British 
people and we encourage organisations 
to think carefully about how they can 
do more to include hearing impaired 
volunteers and give them the confidence 
to work within our communities.”

With UK unemployment figures now at at 2.47 million, Job Centres 
nationwide are encouraging jobseekers to take up volunteering

Jan Moore James Massoud

Happy Hands, the group created by 
students from King Edward VI School, 
won the ‘Performance’ category of the 
CHANGEit Awards and collected their 
prize, which included a cheque for £750, 
at the Ministry of Sound in London.

develop their learning process. The 
group are assisted by support teacher 
Will Benson, who has a deaf son.

Braden said, “We were delighted to 
win the award and it’s great news for 
the group as the money will allow us 
to develop what we have to offer, start 
organising events and step up plans to 
work with other schools.”

A school in Morpeth has been awarded a national accolade in 
recognition of their student-led sign language group

Can’t find a job? Why not volunteer Student signing group wins award

Members of Happy Hands learnt to sign 
as part of the BDA’s Learn to Sign Week

The school is looking to 
collaborate with local deaf 
schools and create a new 
programme encouraging 
children to learn BSL

The award was presented to them 
by Mark Bolton, the Managing Director 
for Deutsche Asset Management UK, 
Deutsche Bank.

The pupils will be looking to invest 
their prize money in new resources, such 
as puppets, that will aid the learning of 
primary and middle school pupils. The 
King Edward VI School is also looking to 
collaborate with local deaf schools and 
create a new programme encouraging 
children to learn British Sign Language.

Happy Hands, led by year 13 student 
Braden Davy, beat over 900 entries in the 
competition to be crowned national winners.

Other members of the group are 
Joseph Thompson, Cameron Welburn, 
Clare Conway, Eddie Baxter, Paul Simm, 
Ellen Tait and Eleanor Rowbottom. 
The puppets – Gary, Josie, Dorris and 
Clide – also made the trip to the award 
ceremony in London and each received 
a certificate. Their project began back 
in October 2009 during the British Deaf 
Association’s Learn to Sign Week.

Braden Davy, the group’s Student 
Voice Ambassador, offered free sign 
language classes, which became such a 
hit that attending pupils decided to hold 
sessions on a regular weekly basis.

Puppets were introduced to the 
students, who were of mixed age, to 

Free sign language classes 
became such a hit pupils 
decided to hold sessions on 
a regular weekly basis

The hard work of the group will lead 
to a sign language qualification. King 
Edward VI high school, situated in the 
town of Morpeth in Northumberland, 
serves the town itself as well as the 
nearby areas of Coquet and Wansbeck 
Valleys.

They serve 1,400 students from 
years 9 to 13 as well as a thriving Sixth 
Form of 500 students and are one of 
the top ranking schools in the north-
east of England.

What do you think about this? Have your say!
Email editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

Shelley Henderson, Children and 
Families Service at the Royal Association 
of Deaf (RAD), also endorsed this. 
“RAD’s Extending Opportunities project 
has successfully recruited and trained a 
high number of volunteers.

“These volunteers mainly provide 
communication support for Deaf 
young people to enable them to attend 
mainstream activities.”  

But she also pointed out the RAD had 
not had a voluntary referral from the 
Job Centre to date.

Volunteering with the 
hearing impaired community 
can help develop a whole 
range of transferable 
specialist skills
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Hearing Times is an independent 
newspaper, published 10 times per year. 
The newspaper is distributed throughout 
the United Kingdom to charities, ENT 
and hearing therapy clinics, audiologists, 
hearing aid dispensers, care homes and 
schools as well as individual subscribers 
reaching an estimated readership of over 
15,000. The contents of Hearing Times are 
copyrighted and no part may be reproduced 
in part or whole without prior consent from 
the newspaper. The opinions expressed in 
articles, columns or adverts are those of 
the writer or advertiser and not necessarily 
those of Hearing Times Ltd.

Contributors: Charlie Swinbourne, Jan 
Moore, Juliet England, Deafinitely Girly, 
Ed Gould, Bryony Parkes, James Massoud, 
Louise Buglass, Ellen Dalgairns, William BR 
Jeremy, Lisa Partridge

Thanks also to: The Hearing Care Centre, 
Geemarc, Attwood Solicitors, Cubex, 
SignHealth, Deafness Research, Attitude is 
Everything, The Ear Foundation, National 
Trust, ITV, Cochlear,  BTA, BSHAA, Siemens, 
Phonak, Fireco, Rayovac, Leightons Hearing 
Care, NDCS and all those who invited 
Hearing Times to their events this month.

Editor’s message

Should you wish to reproduce any 
articles featured in this month’s issue 
please email your request to
info@hearingtimes.co.uk                                                                                                                          

If you have an exciting news 
story to report, an opinion to 
express, or an event to promote 
get in touch with the team at 
editorial@hearingtimes.co.uk

Why not pop the newspaper into 
your suitcase when you go on 
holiday, it makes for a great read 
on the plane and on the beach!

The theme this month is 
‘international’ and this month 
we feature a great article from 
Juliet England on deafness in the 
developing world (page 12).

Alongside this we bring you the 
latest news on technology (page 
6), film (page 8) and theatre, 
including a review of Not by 
Bread Alone, a indescribably 
moving play by a performance 
group of Israeli deafblind actors 
and supported by Sense (page 9).

Copies of Hearing Times will be 
distributed at many events over 
the next month.

Don’t forget, if you go to an event 
you can write in and tell us about 
it, we might even put your letter 
in the next issue of the paper!

As always, you can also contact 
us with your news and views,
just email editorial@
hearingtimes.co.uk

To take advantage of our FREE 
online subscription to Hearing 
Times simply subscribe at 
www.hearingtimes.co.uk.

This means you can view the 
Hearing Times e-paper whenever 
you want and you can see all the 
archived issues as well.

We’re also on Facebook!

Helen Dewey
Editor

The British Tinnitus Association 
(BTA), the Sheffield-based charity 
dedicated to supporting those who 
experience tinnitus, is set to host its 
annual conference and AGM at Sheffield 
Hallam University on Thursday 9 
September 2010.

Now in its 17th year, the conference 
will include a series of presentations 
from a number of world-leading experts 
in the field which will focus both on 
the latest developments in treatment 
as well as contemporary theories and 
research-based knowledge about 
tinnitus. Delegates will also have the 
opportunity to participate in a question-
and-answer session following each 
presentation.

Expected to attract over a hundred 
people from across the country 
including healthcare professionals, 

An open invitation was issued by 
Leightons to NHS hearing audiologists, 
private GP’s and hearing care 
professionals and the event, held at 
Farnham Castle, in Surrey, was attended 
by those wanting to discover the latest 
thinking on ageing and hearing loss.

Kevin Carlyon, Director of Leightons 
HearingCare, said, “Today is about 
sharing the very latest ideas and 
approaches to hearing loss, with a group 
of fellow professionals, in order that 
we can be better equipped to continue 
our campaign to raise awareness of 
the isolating effects of hearing loss, 
and to encourage more people to seek 
professional advice on how digital 
hearing aids can help them.” 

Dr. Beck discussed actions hearing 
aid audiologists can take to empower 
people who wear digital hearing 
aids. He talked about motivational 
interviewing, addressing ways in which 
hearing aid audiologists can facilitate 
positive change and outcomes, to 
enable hearing aid wearers to realise, 
appreciate and achieve their goals in a 
more fulfilling manner. 

Dr Beck has authored dozens of 
articles relating to advanced hearing 
aid technology, directional concepts, 
telephones and hearing aids, extended 
high frequency response hearing aids, 
open-ear fittings, severe and profound 
hearing loss, auditory processing 
disorders and many other topics.

Mr David Jonathan, Consultant ENT 
Surgeon at Frimley Park Hospital and 
Partner at The ENT Partnership, gave 
an incisive presentation on the Surgical 
Management of Conductive Hearing 
Loss with a focus on bone anchored 
hearing aids, where traditional air-
conduction hearing aids have failed to 
offer the correct benefit.

This insight into the surgical aspects of 
hearing care revealed how trauma and 
infection result in hearing damage and 
loss, and the surgical options available 
to improve a patient’s condition.

Melanie Gregory from the world’s 
leading ‘Hearing Loss Think Tank’, the 
IDA institute in Denmark, showed unique 
footage of the stress and isolation people 
with a hearing loss and their families 
face on a daily basis. The relationship 
between hearing aid audiologist and the 
patient was examined and an insight 
into how communication breakdowns 
in a patient’s relationships must be 
empathised with in order to better help.

Fitting digital hearing aids itself 
is only part of the very complex 
rehabilitation process that needs to 
be fully understood by the hearing aid 
audiologist in order that full benefit can 
be gained.

Leightons HearingCare hosted and 
sponsored the event in order to help 
elevate professional understanding of 

hearing loss. Ryan Leighton spoke of 
how it was his grandfather’s philosophy 
when he founded the parent company, 
Leightons Opticians, to involve external 
optical experts to help knowledge 
transfer and provide a bespoke, 
customer focused service.

“We believe that events such as this 
help to provide an excellent forum for 
information exchange and learning,” 
said Ryan.

“It’s essential we learn from all 
health care providers to enable us 
to understand more about the wider 
issues that surround hearing loss, 
including the psychological barriers, 
so that rehabilitation through the use 
of digital hearing aids can be far more 
beneficial.”

As part of Leightons ongoing 
commitment to raise awareness of 
hearing loss, they are offering a free 
hearing assessment.

For more information
call 0800 40 20 20 or visit
www.leightonshearingcare.co.uk

Thinking differently about hearing loss
Renowned audiologist and world expert in hearing loss, Dr Douglas L Beck was one of several 
leading authorities in the hearing care industry who presented at Leightons HearingCare’s 
professional hearing event, Thinking Differently about Hearing Loss

Melanie Gregory from the IDA Institute

Dr Douglas L Beck, leading authority in 
hearing care presented at Leightons’ event

The county’s first ever exhibition 
dedicated to the sense of hearing, the 
day-long ‘Suffolk Hearing Care Show’ 
aimed to help people to learn about, 
improve and manage their hearing and 
hearing loss.

The event which was attended by over 
250 people was organised to coincide 
with National Deaf Awareness Week and 
was supported by a variety of hearing 
related organisations including, Suffolk 
Deaf Association, Suffolk lipreading 
classes, Puretone, Phonak, Siemens, 
The Wolsey Theatre and many more.

The exhibition was officially opened 
by the leader of Ipswich Borough 
Council, Councillor Elizabeth Harsant 

Suffolk’s first hearing care show declared a success 
Deaf and hard of hearing communities had the opportunity seek help, advice and support at the 
event, hosted by Ipswich based hearing care specialists, The Hearing Care Centre

along with Councillor Michelle Bevan-
Margetts, who is the Health and Well-
Being Portfolio Holder for the Council.

Managing Director of the Hearing 
Care Centre, Karen Finch, is passionate 
about getting people to look after their 
hearing and felt the exhibition went a 
long way to supporting this, “I am truly 
encouraged by the huge numbers of 
people that came to seek information 
about hearing loss.  

“The exhibition was buoyant thought 
out the day, and it simply confirms that 
by placing all the information under 
one roof it gives a brilliant opportunity 
for the community to learn all about 
hearing loss,” said Karen.

For more information about 
hearing care in Suffolk visit
www.hearingcarecentre.co.uk.

Tinnitus charity to host 17th annual conference
ENT specialists, audiologists, members 
of the BTA and others who either 
experience tinnitus or have an interest 
in the condition, the conference has 
become well-established and follows 
the great success of last year’s event.

The conference programme includes:
Faten Aldhafeeri of Liverpool University, 

on ‘An investigation into the involvement 
of the limbic system in tinnitus’.

Phillip Gander of the Biomedical 
Research Centre, Nottingham, on ‘NHS 
tinnitus provision: a survey of audiology 
departments across England’.

Roland Schaette of UCL, delivering an 
update on tinnitus research at UCL

Don McFerran of Colchester Hospital 
University NHS Foundation Trust, on
 ‘A pill for tinnitus. What progress have 
we made?’

BTA Conference tickets, lunch and 
all refreshments included: £50 for BTA 
members, £90 for non-members.

BTA membership: £15 per year.

To book a place contact Krys Klytta 
0114 250 9933 or email krys@tinnitus.
org.uk.

For a conference programme visit 
www.tinnitus.org.uk. 

The course will receive CPD points 
from the BritishAcademy of Audiology 
and the BSHAA.   

 
For advice, support and 
information about tinnitus call the 
0800 018 0527 or visit the British 
Tinnitus Association online
at www.tinnitus.org.uk
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Cubex supports the
Hear the World
initiative

Annie Lennox ■ Charlie Siem ■ Plácido Domingo ■ Jerry Hall ■ Amy Winehouse
Joss Stone ■ Sting ■ John Legend ■ Mischa Barton ■ Smokey Robinson ■ Billy Idol
Renée Zellweger ■ Lenny Kravitz ■ Michael Bublé ■ Jude Law ■ Dionne Warwick

These are just some of the celebrity ambassadors
supporting Hear the World, a global initiative
by leading hearing system manufacturer Phonak
to raise awareness about the importance of
hearing and the consequences of hearing loss.

Cubex Hearing Centre have teamed up with
Hear the World and are launching a

celebrity look-a-like competition to help fight
the stigma associated with hearing loss and
increase public awareness.

A team of judges including the famous comedian
Rainer Hersch will choose the best look-a-like
and the winner will receive FREE VIP tickets for
two for this years Last Night of the Proms.

If you think you look like
any of the Hear the
World Ambassadors send
us your photo imitating
the conscious pose of
hearing and the name of
the star you look like to
maddy@cubex.co.uk or
25 New Cavendish Street,
London, W1G 8LP before
the 16th July 2010.
Good Luck!

For more information, please visit
www.cubex.co.uk/promotions or
www.hear-the-world.com.

Comedian & Musician
Rainer Hersch

CELEBRITY

COMPETITION
LOOK-A-LIKE

★

WIN
VIP tickets for 2

at the
Last Night of

the Proms

Christopher Armstrong, 16, works on 
Saturdays at his local Oxfam shop in 
Portadown, County Armagh.

The GCSE student, who has been 
deaf since birth, has been selected to 
feature in a poster campaign which will 
run throughout Northern Ireland and the 
Republic.

According to Michael Sloan, Oxfam’s 
District Retail Manager in Northern 
Ireland, the campaign will centre on 
the diverse nature of Oxfam Ireland’s 
volunteers. “Unlike conventional 
retailers we don’t operate a one size fits 
all policy,” he told Hearing Times. “Our 
diversity policy is all encompassing and 
we will go the extra mile to meet the 
needs of an individual.”

Christopher, who attends Jordanstown 
School for the Deaf in County Antrim, 
began working at the shop as his brothers 
and sisters had all volunteered in some 
capacity when they were teenagers.

“I like working with the staff at 
Oxfam and find it a good experience 
even though I am the only deaf person 
working there,” he said. “It is great 
that, even though I am deaf, people 
are communicating with me, making my 
lip reading skills very useful.”

“To be independent in the work place 
and not have to rely on an interpreter 
means I feel valued as an individual.”

Michael Sloan told Hearing Times 
that Oxfam Ireland’s poster campaign 
will feature three other volunteers to 
demonstrate the diverse skills within its 
workforce. “We need volunteers with a 
wide range of skills, which is why we 
want to recruit from a diverse a group 
as we can,” he said.

The campaign is designed to encourage 
those who may not think they have all 
the necessary skills to make a useful 
volunteer to reconsider.

Charity shop volunteer is face of Oxfam
A profoundly deaf teenager has been chosen as the face of a 
volunteer campaign in Ireland

Christopher’s mother, Elaine Murray, 
told Hearing Times volunteering had 
given a boost to her son’s personal 
development. “Christopher has gained 
a lot of confidence in himself,” she said. 
“The staff involved have been absolutely 
brilliant with him, teaching him new 
skills and giving him confidence in 
dealing with the public.”

Oxfam is Ireland’s largest charity 
retailer and has over 1,000 volunteers 
working in its shops. According to Sloan, 
Oxfam repays the work of it volunteers 
by providing a sense of community 
spirit, the reward of a job well done and 
by valuing the input of its volunteers.

“I think that more deaf people should 
give volunteering a go,” Christopher told 
Hearing Times.

“It is great that both hearing and deaf 
people can mix well together and there 
is always a way round communication 
difficulties,” he said.

“I hope the campaign encourages other 
children with disabilities to get out there 
and try different things in the community 
using their abilities,” added Mrs Murray.

Christopher, at work in the Oxfam shop

Ed Gould

Contestants from over 40 countries 
will be competing for the crown and the 
privilege of being Miss Deaf International 
2010. Each girl must submit an official 
audiogram signed by a certified 
audiologist and demonstrating evidence 
of bilateral and unaided hearing loss.

Competitors will be assessed in four 
categories: private interview; swimsuit 
competition; artistic impression; and 
an assessment of the girls’ leadership 
abilities. The winner will be decided 
on Friday 23 July by the nine judges 
involved in the pageant, including 
Oscar Goodman – the mayor of Las 
Vegas, Gert Els – Director of Miss 
Deaf South Africa, and Alicia Jacobs – 
Entertainment Reporter for NBC. 

Deaf International Pageant is ready to 
make its global appearance. 

Adopting the slogan “Empowering 
Today’s Deaf Women”, the non-
profit organisation has pledged to 
enhance, support and inspire the 
world’s community of deaf women. 
The participating deaf women will 
showcase an array of talent, beauty and 
intellect, as well as their personal and 
humanitarian objectives.

Most importantly though, the winner 
is expected to become an ambassador 
for deaf women worldwide and 
responsibilities will include representing 
deaf women as they meet important 
leaders around the world.  

The annual event will be hosted in 
different locations every year, with the 
next five destinations already confirmed: 
the 2011 event will be held in Durban, 
South Africa; 2012 could be in Poland, 
negotiations are still underway; 2013 
will be staged in Greece to coincide 
with the Deaflympics; 2014 will see the 
event back in Las Vegas; and in 2015 
Paris is the most likely host.

Women from all over the world are 
welcomed and encouraged to take part. 
Contestants must be over 18 and under 
31years old,  can participate more than 
once in the preliminary competition 
but are only allowed to compete 
twice in Miss Deaf International; and 
contestants must be single, not have 
been married, had a marriage annulled, 
or ever given birth to a child.

Titleholders are then expected to 
remain single throughout their reign.

The first annual Miss Deaf International pageant will take place 
on Friday 23 July in Las Vegas

Each girl must submit 
an official audiogram 
demonstrating evidence 
of bilateral and unaided 
hearing loss

First international Miss Deaf pageant

James Massoud

Among the many beautiful and 
talented women taking part in the 
competition is Miss Deaf England, 
Victoria Ilina, who will be representing 
the UK at the pageant. 

The idea for the international 
competition was born in 2005. Bonita 
Leek, who spearheaded the Miss 
Deaf USA competition, attended the 
relatively low-key event of Miss Deaf 
World Pageant 2005 in Prague, Czech 
Republic.

After liaising with pageant directors 
from other countries it was agreed that 
a larger, more powerful and recognised 
event should be hosted; an event that 
could inspire deaf women around the 
world. Thus five years later, with the 
backing of Deaf Nation, the first Miss 

One implant or two?
Helping deaf children to hear
with cochlear implants

Her project, supervised by Professor 
Quentin Summerfield at the University of 
York, has shown that having two (bilateral) 
implants is associated with improved 
spatial listening skills in children.

On average, children with bilateral 
implants perform better than children 
with unilateral (one) implant on tests of 
the ability to work out where sounds are 
coming from and to understand speech 
in noisy backgrounds.

These laboratory tests have now been 
translated into easy-to-use tests that can 
be used routinely to assess outcomes in 
the clinic.

To confirm these findings, Rosemary 
went on to test the listening skills of 
hearing adults using a simulation of 
hearing with unilateral or bilateral 
implants. She showed that adults did 
better at the tests of sound localisation 
and hearing speech in noise when 
bilateral implants were simulated 
compared to unilateral.

The study also obtained estimates of 
the quality of life of children with unilateral 
or bilateral implants. Measurements 
of quality of life contribute to the cost-

effectiveness calculations used by 
policy makers when deciding which 
interventions to fund.

Parental judgements of quality of life 
were similar for children with either 
unilateral or bilateral implants. However, 
when the questionnaires were repeated 
with a group of adults (not parents of 
deaf children) using written descriptions 
of hypothetical children with implants, 
the adults judged a higher quality of 
life for children with bilateral implants 
compared to unilateral implants.

Evidence from Rosemary’s studies 
were taken into account by National 
Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence 
in forming its guidance recommending 
that deaf children should have the option 
of receiving bilateral implants through 
the NHS. This work has also been 
published in the Archives of Disease in 
Childhood and Ear and Hearing.

Rosemary said, “these studies 
demonstrate that bilateral implantation 
is associated with enhanced spatial 
listening skills in deaf children. I am 
sincerely grateful to Deafness Research 
UK for supporting this work.”

Rosemary Lovett has recently completed a Deafness Research UK 
PhD to answer this question

Subscribe online for FREE
and read the latest issue 

All you need is an email address and the password ‘online’
www.hearingtimes.co.uk
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To aid the victims of the devastating 
earthquake, Cubex, Independent 
Hearing Centre in London, initiated 
Cubex Help for Haiti and in last seven 
months have raised almost £4000.

Amongst thousands of buildings 
destroyed was the Montfort Institute, 
in Port au Prince. This was the only 
institution in Haiti specialising in 
providing education to children from 
3 to 20 years old who are deaf and 
deaf-blind.

The centre aims to help, educate 
and enable students to master a 
profession so they can integrate in 
the society and be independent.

When the Institute collapsed in 
January 2010, it left more than 600 
children in desperate need of food, 
water, shelter and hearing equipment.

“We contemplated rebuilding the 
centre on our Santo farm which is an 
hour drive from Port au Prince,” said 
Sister Rose Andree Fièvre, Director of 
the Montfort Institute. 

“Our other centres in Cap Haitien, 
Lavaud and St Marc are much 
damaged and will have to be repaired. 
The reconstruction of the buildings 
has to be antiseismic and anticyclonic 
and will be much more expensive. 
We rely upon the generosity of our 
friends to do so.”

As well as money, Cubex also pledged 
equipment, hearing aids, batteries, 
an audiometer, laptop computer and 
appropriate software, all of which will 
be donated to the Institute. 

When the school reopened in Port au 
Prince on April 14th, under wooden 
shelters covered with metal sheets, 
two hundred students came back, 
many having lost one or both parents 
as well as brothers and sisters.

“They came empty handed as their 
parents, already very poor, had lost 
everything,” Sister Fièvre said.

Cubex supports Deaf and Blind Children in Haiti

About Montfort Institute 
   Montfort Institute for Deaf-Blind 
Children was founded in April 
1957 by the Sisters of Wisdom 
in collaboration with a French 
missionary, Sister Agnès Colette, 
a specialist in deaf education. 
Montfort Institute is the only 
institution in Haiti specialising in 
providing education to children 
who are deaf and deaf-blind and 
accommodates over 600 sensorial 
handicapped boys and girls from 
ages 3 to 20. 
   The Centre aims to help, educate 
and enable students to master a 
profession so they can integrate 
and be independent.
   In addition to providing basic 
education, Monfort Institute 
has a program of arts, crafts 
and sports including dance, 
sculpture, painting and drawing. 
Vocational classes are also held 
in carpentry, tinwork, tailoring, 
home economics, bookbinding, 
basket making and cosmetology.

A devastating earthquake measuring 7.3 on the Richter scale struck Haiti on 12 January 2010.
One million people have been affected, more than 100,000 people have died and hundreds of thousands are in urgent 
need of assistance. Funding was urgently needed to provide hospital care, clean water, food and emergency shelter.

“They seem to enjoy the green all 
around the farm, it looks like a camp 
site, in spite of the many difficulties 
we have had. The produce also helps 
as we must feed all our teachers, 
employees and students.”

The most urgent priorities are to build 
a kilometre long security fence around 
the property to keep thieves away, 
to rebuild the school on the one-
hectare of land in Santo, to shelter 
the 600 students and to equip their 
classrooms to respond best to the 
specific hearing needs of the children. 

Cubex Hearing Centre are now 
preparing the equipment, hearing 
systems, batteries, accessories, 
laptop computer and software 
programmes to be shipped to the 
Montfort Institute as soon as possible. 
The money raised will contribute 
towards a sound booth.

Adam Shulberg, Cubex Managing 
Director told Hearing Times, “The 
disaster has hit deaf and blind Haitian 
children especially hard. Disaster 
leaves people without shelter, food, 
and access to health care services, 
but for deaf and blind children it is 
even harder as they have reduced 
communication skills.

“We are very concerned about 
Montfort’s students and want to help 
improve the quality of their life as 
much as we possibly can.”

Many of the 600 students lost one or 
both parents in the earthquake

survey goes LIVE

Why research is needed 
The frustrating thing is that higher 
illness rates amongst deaf people can 
often be prevented. There is no reason 
deaf people should have higher rates 
of hypertension or diabetes, or any 
other illness. But health services do 
not provide equal treatment for deaf 
people. That is why SignHealth wants 
to work with the NHS to make sure 
their services are accessible and fair. 
It’s also why we want to work with 
deaf people to give them important 
information about healthy living.
However, research is needed to 
highlight the problem. Health services 
will not address the problem unless 
they are given the evidence. The 
DeafHealth project hopes to produce 
this evidence.
DeafHealth will be the biggest deaf 
study in the UK. It will look at the 
health of deaf people and compare 
this to the health of hearing people. 
It will also look at the experiences of 
deaf people and compare these, such 

as communication problems, lack of 
respect and had to wait longer.

Why bother? 
If Deaf people are dying younger, 
and leading less healthy lives, then 
we should know. This research is 
important because we need the 
evidence. With the evidence we can 
start to make improvements. And, we 
are giving away hundreds of pounds 
of gift vouchers to some lucky people 
who take part. It could be you!

How deaf people can help
If you choose to take part, you will be 
asked about your general health. You 
will be asked about your lifestyle and 
background.  If you change your mind, 
that’s okay, you’re not committed. 
Ask your deaf friends and colleagues to 
join in as well. 
All your answers will be kept totally 
confidential. Hundreds of deaf people 
have already registered to say they 
want to take part. 

The online survey 
The first stage is to get as many deaf 
people as possible to complete an 
online survey. The survey will give 
us information about a wide range of 
deaf people across the UK – how old 
are you, how much exercise do you 
do, etc. All of this information will be 
treated confidentially. You might also 
be one of the lucky people to win a 
£20 gift voucher. 
The online survey has some comedy 
sketches at the end of each section. 
This makes it fun to do. It is also 
available on paper, just text your name 
and address to 07896 565731.

What is DeafHealth all about? 
We know that deaf people are more likely to experience mental health problems than hearing people. There is also some 
evidence that deaf people are also more likely to experience physical health problems.

So, DeafHealth is going to find out whether Deaf people experience poorer health than hearing people. Then, we can do 
something about it.

SignHealth has received funding from The Big Lottery Fund, which means we can carry out an in-depth research study 
into the health of deaf people. We need as many deaf people to take part as possible. If the research finds that Deaf 
people are less healthy, then it means something is wrong with health services in the UK. We think deaf people may not be 
getting the same information and treatment as hearing people and we know that access to services is poor.  

This research is so important - it could help to save lives and improve the health of Deaf people. It really is that 
important - but it depends on you.    Log onto www.deafhealth.org.uk to take part in the survey.

Have sex or hear?
A new study of over 11,000 men 
reinforces the results of earlier studies 
showing that the use of Viagra and 
similar drugs for erectile dysfunction 
could increase the risk of hearing 
loss. One in three of the men who used 
Viagra (or its competitors) reported 
having a hearing loss. Overall, Viagra 
users were twice as likely to develop 
hearing loss. Previous research had 
linked Viagra use to sudden hearing 
loss, but this new study links it to long-
term hearing loss. Although researchers 
say more research is needed, this study 
points up the need to warn new Viagra 
patients that they could acquire a 
hearing loss.

DPUK ‘Highly Commended’
Deaf Parenting UK (DPUK) was ‘highly 
commended’ in the Peer Support category 
of Breakthrough UK’s Independent Living 
Awards 2010.

The award ceremony was held at 
Manchester Town Hall and Asif Iqbal, 
Media/Project Manager for Deaf 
Parenting UK was presented the ‘highly 
commended’ certificate by Maria Miller 
MP, Minister for Disabled People and 
Deaf Parenting UK Ambassador.
The theme of the evening is ‘Promoting 
the rights, responsibilities and respect 
of disabled people. Those Awards were 
made to bodies or organisations which 
evidenced innovation and commitment 
beyond what is currently accepted as 
good practice.

A holiday is good for your health
Research by PJHayman & Company, a 
travel insurance provider, has shown 
61% of consumers with pre-existing 
medical conditions feel that going on 
holiday affects their health positively.
The study of almost 800 UK consumers 
looked at the benefits of holidays for people 
who suffer from a range of conditions 
including cancer, diabetes, heart disease, 
stroke and high blood pressure.
Of those who went on holiday, 45% said 
they felt less stressed and therefore 
healthier and 41% went on holiday for 
rest and relaxation which they believe 
helped their condition. Spain (28%), 
France (10%), Greece (8%), England 
(8%), and Italy (7%) were the top 
destinations, chosen for reasons such as 
wanting to visit family and friends (14%), 
liked the climate (13%) or were returning 
to a favourite destination (12%).

Hidden Hearing pauses for coffee
Hidden Hearing, who for almost 40 
years have been helping the hard of 
hearing, live the life they want, with 
the hearing they have, is continuing to 
support the Paws for Coffee campaign.
Hidden Hearing’s 2010 campaign aims 
to raise £7,500 to support the training 
of a hearing dog. For each assessment 
carried out at hearing centres 
nationwide, from April to July, £5 will 
be contributed towards this amount.
“£7,500 helps us to train just one dog”, 
explained Emma Bird of the charity. 
“Training takes around 18 months from 
puppy to fully trained hearing dog, 
and it’s an intensive programme that 
demands a lot of specialist expertise. 
Without the support of events like this, 
our dogs just wouldn’t be able to make 
the difference that they do for people.”

Maria Miller MP with Asif Iqbal, DPUK
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Cleartext
You won’t find an easier to use  
textphone on the market today.  
We have based the design on  
feedback from our customers.

• Large, clear screen displays  
multiple lines of text. 

• The full size keyboard makes typing quicker.

• Insert the Text Relay prefix number at the  
press of a button.

• One touch emergency  
number.

• Flashing strobe for  
incoming calls.

• Text answerphone.

Textcalls made simple
Large screens and full sized keyboards make textcalls easy  

Contact us now for more details and to request a free catalogue

Textphone 01733 238020    Telephone 01733 361199
Email support@rnid.org.uk     Shop online at www.rnid.org.uk/ht 
3937/0610  Photography by Geemarc   The Royal National Institute for Deaf People. Registered office: 19-23 
Featherstone Street, London EC1Y 8SL. A company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number 
454169. Registered charity numbers 207720 (England and Wales) and SC038926 (Scotland).

Easy textcalls are fun textcalls

ScreenPhone
This best seller just got even better. It has a 
new high contrast screen that’s clearer than 
ever. It’s ideal for people who want to 
speak their part of the call and receive 
text responses.

• Switch between text and 
voice at the touch of a button.

• Works with a full size 
keyboard.

• Large high contrast screen.

• Flashing strobe for  
incoming calls.

• Text answerphone.

• Can be used as a textphone or amplified phone.

One year ago, Clinical Manager of 
Vibrant MED-EL, Radesh Najran first 
experienced humanitarian work when 
he agreed to run an audiology clinic at 
a medical charity camp in India.

A year later, Radesh has returned to 
Phillaur in the deprived Punjab region 
together with five other volunteers 
from the UK and joined by a small team 
of Indian medics.

The group are all part of a recently 
formed charity known as the ‘Slum 
Doctor Project’, which brings much 
needed free medical treatment to an 
area where health provision is expensive 
and beyond the reach of many.

At last year’s camp they were able 
to offer a diabetes and audiology clinic, 
screening about 650 people for diabetes 
and in the region of 250 people for 
hearing loss.

The 2010 camp is a more ambitious affair 
covering a vast spectrum of disciplines 
including obstetrics and gynaecology, 
ophthalmology, and orthopaedics as well 
as diabetes and audiology.

During the three day camp, triage 
nurses and translators coped with 3200 
patients, several of whom were treated 
by Radesh, an audiologist by training.

Working from dawn till dusk over the 
three day period, Radesh tested the 
hearing of 200 adults and children, fitting 
150 hearing aids of all types – disused 
NHS models, programmable, digital post 
aural and body worn hearing aids.

Around 50 referrals had ear infections 
or were too profoundly deaf to benefit 
from hearing aids.

Information about volunteering 
for the Slum Doctor Project can 
be found at the website, www.
slumdoctor.co.uk. The team 
currently requires a volunteer 
pharmacist and an ENT surgeon.

Financial donations or supplies 
of audiology equipment would 
be most welcome.  In particular, 
auroscopes, audiometers, ear 
moulds, stethoclips, Hi-Pro 
products, paediatric testing 
equipment, a tape recorder and 
cd player for speech tests. 
For more information contact 
radesh.najran@medel.com.

A MED-EL audiologist returns to the coalface a year on, continuing his efforts in screening for hearing loss

Slum doctors provide vital hearing care

Over a three day period, 
Radesh tested the hearing 
of 200 adults and children, 
fitting 150 hearing aids

Radesh tests two men from the same family

Many were prelingually deaf, the 
diagnosis coming too late for them 
to be suitable candidates for cochlear 
implants.

Conditions at camp are basic: Radesh 
is struggling to conduct hearing tests 
in a classroom adjoining the local 
monastery. In an ideal world the room 
would be soundproofed and he would 
attend around nine patients per day, 
instead of 60 plus.

He is doing his best with outdated, 
donated equipped and simple 
reconditioned hearing aids. Battery 
supplies are problematic. It’s a far cry from 
his everyday life working with sophisticated, 
cutting edge hearing systems.

Yet Radesh feels humbled by the 
gratitude of these patients, some of 
whom have travelled for days to reach 
the camp. Long journeys averaging 38 
hours were also endured by the UK 
volunteers.

Volunteering is also a financial 
commitment with the trip costing 
an average of £1000 per head 
including visas, vaccinations and 
hotel accommodation. As a socially 
responsible employer, MED-EL UK 
were happy to provide sponsorship for 
Radesh’s travel expenses.

New patron for the 
Ear Foundation 

Professor Graeme Clark has agreed to 
become a patron of The Ear Foundation, 
a charity founded in 1989 to support 
the Nottingham Paediatric Cochlear 
Implant Centre. 

Graeme Clark said, “I am honoured 
to be a patron of The Ear Foundation 
which does such great work – I have 
enjoyed my visits there – and do hope 
to be back again before too long.”

It was Professor Clark’s pioneering 
research work which led to the first 
multi-channel cochlear implant over 
25 years ago. In 2002, The Cochlear 
UK Graeme Clark Scholarship Award 
was established in his honour, to thank 
him for his lifelong pursuit of finding 
a solution for the hearing impaired 
and his pioneering work in the field of 
cochlear implant technology.

The scholarship, which aims to help 
implant recipients achieve more in 
continuing further education, is open to 
Cochlear Nucleus® implant recipients 
around the world. This year’s winner 
is 19 year old Rebecca French, who 
was born profoundly deaf. Rebecca 
is now studying Modern History and 
International Relations at St Andrew’s 
University.

Sue Archbold, Chief Executive of The 
Ear Foundation said:  “Graeme has long 
been a supporter of our work, and our 
main conference room is named in his 
honour, when he opened it in 2000. We 
have visited him in Melbourne several 
times, and Rebecca spent some time 
with him helping with some of the latest 
research studies.

“We are delighted that he has agreed to 
become a patron and look forward to seeing 
him again –both in person and virtually!”

For more information visit 
www.earfoundation.org.uk or 
www.cochlear.co.uk

Crowds gather at the medical camp in Phillaur



•	 Background	noise	reduction:	Reduces	unwanted	background	and	peripheral	
sound	by	up	to	30db.

•	 Zoom	setting:	Allows	the	user	to	focus	on	one	particular	sound	amongst	a	
number	of	sounds.

•	 Omni-directional	setting:	Picks	up	nearby	sounds	clearly	from	all	around	the	
user,	ideal	for	family	dinners	or	meetings.

•	 Group	settings:	The	Conversor	Pro	MultiPack	is	also	available	in	for	use	in	
schools,	colleges	and	groups.

Do	you	struggle	to	hear	in	certain	situations?
Even	when	wearing	your	hearing	aid?
Busy,	noisy	environments:	With	Conversor	Pro	the	user	can	focus	on	the	desired	sound	source	as	a	directional	microphone	greatly	reduces	unwanted	
sounds	coming	from	the	sides	and	the	rear.	This	is	particularly	useful	when	in	bars,	restaurants	and	watching	TV.
Quieter	sounds:	Conversor	Pro	can	enhance	the	required	sounds,	allowing	users	to	clearly	hear	quieter	sounds	in	noisy	environments	without	straining	or	
having	to	turn	up	their	hearing	instrument.	Conversor	Pro	can	be	used	with	headphones	and	all	Telecoil	enabled	hearing	aids.

Benefit	from	improved	listening	in	a	variety	of	situations	with	Conversor	Pro...

To learn how you can hear with clarity and to find your local stockist of Conversor Pro visit www.conversorproducts.com or call 08700 663499

Can be used with both a
hearing aid and headphones

Sound
source

To	learn	how	Conversor	can	help	you	hear	with	clarity	and	to	find	your	local	stockist	of	Conversor	Pro,	vist	www.conversorproducts.com	or	call	08700	663499
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Siemens’ new range of hearing instruments now available on NHS
Phonak beat off strong competition 

at the international SABRE awards 
ceremony when Hear the World, the 
global initiative to raise awareness 
about the importance of hearing and 
hearing loss, won best campaign in the 
‘Public Education’ category.

The SABRE Awards recognise 
Superior Achievement in Branding and 
Reputation throughout Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa, and received 
close to 2,000 entries for this year’s 
ceremony, split over a range of 
categories.

In the ‘Public Education’ group, Hear 
the World was selected as the winner 
ahead of other celebrated campaigns 
including the ‘Brain Bank Appeal’ by 
the Parkinson’s Disease Society and 
‘Smoking in Pregnancy’ from the 
Department of Health.

Hear the World’s goals are to educate 
people about hearing loss and utilising 

Phonak wins international acclaim for its Hear the World initiative

their many celebrity supporters, 
including Jude Law, Elle McPherson, 
Sting and Annie Lennox, Phonak 
released a series of striking photographs 
celebrity ambassador with one hand 
cupped behind their ear in an effort to 
convey conscious hearing, to encourage 
people to consider their hearing and 
challenge the stigma associated with 
hearing loss.

The new IMPACT product family from 
Siemens Hearing Instruments come in a 
range of colours to match with lifestyle, 
fashion or mood and offer increased 
discretion, better sound quality and 
improved technology.

For the first time, Siemens’ Tek™ will 
also be available to the NHS.  Tek is 
an innovative remote control that uses 
Bluetooth® technology to wirelessly 
communicate sound between a hearing 
instrument and MP3 players, mobile 
phones, TVs and other audio sources.

Many people are already benefiting 
from the advanced technology on offer.  
Gary Mortimer, a 40 year-old Senior 
Project Manager from West Sussex, 
said “The TV has gone down from 23 to 
17 on the volume control and I am no 
longer as tired at work as I don’t have 
to strain to listen to colleagues.”

“Individuals with hearing impairment 
may feel closed off from the world.  

Making a telephone call, watching 
TV or listening to music can be 
challenging,” said Matt Norgate, NHS 
Product Manager at Siemens Hearing 
Instruments.  “Now, with the Siemens 
IMPACT devices readily available on 
the NHS and compatible with Tek, the 
wearer can easily connect and stream 
the sound of a mobile phone or MP3 
player  directly into their ears to ensure 
they are not excluded from today’s 
modern world.”

Fireco, joined by The Rt Hon Malcolm 
Bruce, Liberal Democrat MP, recently 
launched a new fire safety product at 
an event in the House of Commons.

The DMS (Deaf Message Service) 
informs deaf or hard of hearing people 
when the fire alarm sounds in a public 
place like a supermarket, shopping 
centre or library.

It also helps service providers and 
employers comply with elements 
of the Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), allowing deaf and hard of 
hearing people the freedom to move 
around buildings without worry of 
missing an emergency situation.

The DMS unit can be easily installed 
in under half an hour, and when the 
fire alarm sounds a text message 
(SMS) is sent to the mobile phone of 
connected users to let them know the 
fire alarm is sounding. 

The user’s mobile is connected to DMS 
by sending one text with the relevant 
location code, they are then connected 
under that location and will be sent a 
text should the fire alarm sound. 

Unlike pager systems, DMS allows 
deaf or hard of hearing people to use 
what they already have with them; a 
mobile phone.

Clare Chilton, an assessor for Level 
One British Sign Language exams and 
a TV presenter on deaf issues, herself 
profoundly deaf, spoke about some of 
her own experiences said: 

“Hearing people take everyday audio 
warnings of danger for granted. Deaf 
people can feel very vulnerable when 
they are out and about, especially to 
any kind of emergency that produces 
an audible alarm or public address 
announcement, particularly in public 
buildings.

Deaf people are active members 
of society, with jobs and disposable 
incomes to spend - so it’s only right 

“What good is a fire alarm if you can’t hear it?”
What if you are in a large retail store and there’s a fire emergency?
If you’re deaf and completely unaware of what’s happening you’re losing vital seconds of evacuation time!

that businesses should provide for 
all their special needs, especially by 
ensuring that they are safe and secure 
whilst on their premises. 

DMS is such a brilliant idea. And by 
using text messaging (SMS) to let you 
know a fire alarm is sounding… it’s 
using something deaf people use all 
the time!”

Fireco are the UK’s leading specialist 
in simple, effective services and 
solutions for fire safety management. 

For more information visit
www.deafmessageservice.com or 
www.firecoltd.com



Relieve discomfort while travelling, sleeping or swimming

Battery Corner
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ADVANCING THE
POWER OF HEARING™

At Rayovac we pride ourselves on performance, reliability and
quality, ensuring the perfect partnership between you and your
hearing. With over 100 years in the industry, we are confident
that Rayovac provide the perfect batteries for your needs.

Rayovac, the power at the heart of your device.

www.rayovac.eu

The perfect
partner
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The aim is to answer some of your most common questions. With summer 
very much upon us, this month’s Battery Corner looks at everything from 
how long batteries last to the impact of the weather – and the heat. 
Paul Deeble, battery expert at Rayovac, the world’s No.1 
battery manufacturer, answers your questions.

Q: I’ve been using a hearing aid for several years and have kept 
records how long the batteries last. The average is 15 days using 
the aid 5-6 days a week. I’m now only using it 3 days, but the 
battery is only lasting 20 days. Does this make sense?
A: Yes, that’s normal. It’s because once the battery is activated (by 
removing the tab on the back) the battery is exposed to the atmosphere 
and the battery starts producing power. Air from outside is drawn into the 
cell through tiny little holes; the oxygen reacting with zinc in the battery 
to produce the energy needed for power. As soon as the tab is removed, 
the battery is activated and power drains away. After time the battery 
essentially dries out and ceases to function.

Q: Are hearing aid batteries affected by the weather?
A: Yes – mostly by humidity. Humid and tropical environments can cause 
the battery to take on moisture and have a more variable discharge life. 
Dryness from colder environments can sometimes dry-out the battery 
causing premature failure. 
For these reasons it is advisable to store your batteries, wherever possible, 
at room temperature. Avoid keeping them in hot places as heat shortens 
the lifespan. At the same time, refrigeration is not recommended.

Q: What voltage do hearing aid batteries go down to before they 
need replacing?
A: The cut off point for voltage varies from hearing aid to hearing aid. On 
average a hearing aid battery will power an aid until the battery reaches 
1.05 volts. Keep in mind that the battery stays at a steady voltage, around 
1.25-1.4, then drops off quickly (in a couple of hours) and dies. You will 
normally get a signal from the aid that informs you of low battery life.

Q: So how often should I change my hearing aid battery?
A: Many hearing aid wearers wait until their aid signals low battery life to 
change their batteries. Others may change them on a regularly scheduled 
day. Once you become familiar with your aid and batteries you can 
determine which system works best for you.

Q: Why is it important to get into the habit of recycling used 
hearing aid batteries?
A: For the very simple reason that the UK now has targets on the number 
of batteries we must recycle. By 2012, we are expected to recycle 25% of 
waste portable batteries we produce every year – currently it’s around 2%. 

These targets have been set out by Europe to tackle the 600 million waste 
batteries that end up on landfill sites every year. These batteries contain 
small amounts of heavy metals (such as mercury).

Fortunately, recycling batteries is very easy and the following retailers 
all have collection points in store: Boots; Tesco; Morrisons; Argos; John 
Lewis; Waitrose; Homebase; Robert Dyas; Aldi; and Netto. You can deposit 
your used batteries here free of charge regardless of if they are hearing 
aid batteries, watch batteries or AA batteries from a torch. You can also 
find details of over 3,000 collection points in the UK at www.tiny.cc/
collectionpoints.

Rayovac is happy to help Hearing Times readers with any battery 
questions. Simply send your questions to Rayovac.micropower@
uk.spectrumbrands.com or Rayovac Europe Ltd, Unit 2a, Stephenson 
Estate, Washington, NE37 3HW and we will do our best to answer.
We will feature the best ones in future editions of Battery Corner where 
there will be a prize for questions featured.

Product reviews  - the highs and lows of gadgets & gizmos 

Swimming, Sleeping and Travelling Ear Plugs

Juliet England

With deaf and hard of hearing 
people disproportionately more likely 
to experience problems from pressure 
changes when travelling or swimming, 
these products seem to fill a need. 

However, you don’t have to have a 
hearing problem to find them pretty 
useful. 

Made of thermoplastic material, the 
protectors are designed to be worn for 
long periods, overnight in the case of 
the SleepSoft ones. 

Three product reviews for you this month – the FlyFit, SwimSafe and SleepSoft ear plugs 
from Dutch firm Alpine, and which the RNID has marketed for six years

landing, while also 
blocking out engine 
noise, screaming 
babies and other 
sounds you don’t want 
to hear.

The idea is that 
you arrive at your 
destination feeling 
less frazzled. 

I wasn’t jetting off 
anywhere myself, but 
did find the FlyFits 
effective at reducing 
noise on a rowdy 
London-bound train. 

Although to be 
honest my hearing aids 
have a setting which 

lets me do this too. 
Pressure differences in the ear can 

also irritate swimmers, and the built-in 
filter in the SwimSafe earplugs has a 
small opening to tackle this.

They can stop water getting in the ear 
when showering as well as swimming or 
playing water sports.

And they could also be good for 
children with grommets or if you have 
an infection or perforated eardrum. 

These products seem reasonably 
priced at around a tenner each, £13 in 
the case of the swimming ones, as well 
as user-friendly and reliable.

Welcome once again to Battery Corner. Brought to you by Rayovac, this is the third in our series of features on hearing aid 
batteries – a small, but critical, component of all today’s hearing aid devices.

To buy online visit www.rnid.
org.uk/shop/products/ear_and_
hearing_protection/ 
or call 01733 361199 or textphone 
01733 238020

These earplugs have 
acoustic filters to keep out 
disruptive noises, including 
snoring, but you can still 
hear helpful sounds such as 
alarm clocks

As one more snoring than snored 
against, I was possibly not the best 
person to try out the SleepSoft 
earplugs, although they proved a handy 
weapon against my ongoing battle with 
an upstairs neighbour’s fondness for 
loud late-night TV. 

Designed to be long lasting and 
reusable, these earplugs have special 
acoustic filters to keep out disruptive 
noises, including snoring. But you can 
still hear helpful sounds such as alarm 
clocks. Equally, you shouldn’t feel too 
isolated when wearing them. 

Although the stiff plastic casing 
seemed initially impenetrable (until I 
worked out how it slid open), and the 
instructions written in minuscule type, 
these are minor quibbles. 

All three of these products were 
easy enough to fit. They all come 
with a small insertion tube, although I 
wasn’t quite sure what advantage this 
gave over just popping it in your ear. 

The protectors regulate air 
pressure you can experience 
in your eardrum during 
take-off and landing , while 
also blocking out engine 
noise and  screaming babies

Because everyone’s ears are 
different, it’s possible to tailor these 
products to suit you. If you happen to 
have a narrow ear canal, you can trim 
the earplug carefully with scissors. If 
it’s too long, you can try cutting off a 
small section of the filter. 

The FlyFit protectors regulate the 
unpleasant pressure you can experience 
in your eardrum during take-off and 

An independent survey commissioned 
by the Deafness Research shows that 
almost 70% of people experience some 
health problems when flying, with ear 
pain the most common complaint. 
 
   Over a third of travellers (34%) have 
experienced ear pain during a flight. 
The second most common condition 
is swollen feet or ankles (19%) and 
15% have experienced stress, anxiety 
or “air rage” during a flight. Only 27% 
of people have never experienced a 
medical problem while flying. Most 
discomfort results from changes in 
cabin pressure and these are most 
noticeable as the aircraft descends. 

The air in the middle ear is at a lower 
pressure than the air in the cabin. The 
Eustachian tubes, which pass air from 
the nose into the middle ear when you 
swallow, may become blocked with 
mucus, and the small muscles in the 
throat which normally open them may 
not be able to do so. The eardrum 
is thus pressed inward and tensed, 
resulting in discomfort, and even pain.

 
   Travellers will be pleased to know 
that with good ear hygiene and regular 
check-ups, many of these problems 
are avoidable, and if they are already 
on the plane, there are still things 
they can do to minimise ear pain if 
they are unlucky enough to suffer any 
discomfort. Deafness Research UK 
has re-launched its free leaflet called 
‘In-flight ear health’ which is now 
available and gives practical tips on 
preventing ear discomfort, including 
guidance for hearing aid users and 
parents of children with glue ear.    

www.deafnessresearch.org.uk

Don’t let in-flight ear 
pain cast a cloud over 
your summer holiday
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For the first time in history, a deaf 
film festival has been organised with an 
aim to encourage the filmmaking ability 
of Hong Kong and global filmmakers as 
well as promoting deaf awareness.

This event has been established 
by organisers from the Hong Kong 
Association of the Deaf, over ten deaf-led 
groups including Focus Deaf and Hong 
Kong Federation of the Deaf, Centre 
for Community Cultural Development, 
Asian People’s Theatre Festival Society 
and both the School of Creative Media 
and the Department of Applied Social 
Studies at the City of University of Hong 
Kong. The film festival is also supported 
by the British Council and the Hong 
Kong Art Development Council.

Three members of the Hong Kong 
International Deaf Film Festival 
recently attended Deaffest 2010, in 
Wolverhampton to experience the UK’s 
only deaf led film festival. Director of 
Focus Deaf and film-maker Anthony, 
Cheung Cheuk-ho, Chairman and 
Consultative Committee of Hong Kong 
Association of the Deaf and Assistant 
Professor of the City University of 
Hong Kong, Mak Hoi Wah, and fellow 
committee member John NG Tung-
wai, had the pleasure of presenting 

Before I went to see this film, 
every review I read spoke about two 
controversial scenes of violence towards 
it’s female characters. This led to a 
public debate: is the film misogynistic 
or not? I’d organised for 30 deaf people 
to watch it with subtitles and - worried 
that I might be held responsible for a 
collective trauma - decided to warn 
everyone about the violence before we 
went in. 

The film - adapted from a book of the 
same name - is by prolific British director 
Michael Winterbottom. It’s a stylish, 
glossy film where everyone is sharply 
dressed and the characters seem familiar 
from movies we’ve seen before: an 
officer of the law; a dodgy construction 
magnate; a beautiful woman living on 
the wrong side of the tracks.

The story is told from the point of 
view of Lou Ford (Casey Affleck), at first 
glance an unremarkable deputy sheriff 
in a small Texan town in the 1950s. 

Charlie Swinbourne

Lou doesn’t care who he hurts, who he 
kills, or how disturbed people are by his 
actions in his small town. In presenting 
him like this, Winterbottom manages to 
shock us by showing us something of 
truth in the guise of a film noir. 

How many films do we see where 
a murderer looks evil rather than 
handsome?  And how often is an evil 
character presented as either deceptively 
charming or hyper-nasty, while in real 
life, seemingly normal people commit 
terrible atrocities. In real life abuse and 
murder is grim. In real life, men hurt 
women. And it really hurts. This is what 
this film shows.

The Killer Inside Me is hard to 
watch. But the film is not, in my view 
misogynistic. The film is controversial 
because Winterbottom shows us 
something true in a film world where 
we often see gruesome scenes without 
feeling disturbed. We’re so used to 
these scenes that we are no longer 
affected by them.

Anthony’s films Mummy is Worried and 
Do Not Need to Understand But Enjoy 
Lessoning on screen at the event.

“I have watched films since I was a 
kid and have learnt a lot from this which 
led to my passion in film-making. I aim 
to encourage more deaf filmmakers in 
Hong Kong to make films,” said Anthony 
Cheung, aged 26.

The Hong Kong International Deaf 
Film Festival is being encouraged by 
Deaffest Coordinator Marcella Stratton, 
who travelled to Hong Kong earlier this 
year to meet the organisers. While 
there, Marcella advised Hong Kong 
committee members of how Deaffest 
functions and explained the history of 
the British deaf film festival.

For more information visit
www.hkidff.com

First Hong Kong International 
Deaf Film Festival

Film Review:

It’s hard to watch a film 
where the main character is 
not only a killer but doesn’t 
seem to care about anything

When he kills her it is with 
punches from his bare hands - 
it’s gory and the scene lasts
a long, long time

The trick the film pulls off is making us 
feel like we’re on safe ground. But when 
Lou begins a sadomasochistic affair with 
a prostitute, his repressed desires are 
awakened to devastating effect. When 
he kills her it is with punches from his 
bare hands - it’s gory and the scene lasts 
a long, long time. Then later he kills his 
girlfriend in the same horrific way.

Some of the reviews have said that 
the film never shows what makes Lou 
the killer he is, but I disagree. In several 
flashback scenes there are strong hints 
that experiences in his childhood led 
directly to his actions in the present day.

However the film sends out several 
unsettling messages. Both the prostitute 
and girlfriend do not respond with a look 
of anger or hatred to being hit by him; 
they seem to love him just the same. 
The film even manages to end (spoiler 
alert) without the satisfaction of seeing 
Lou suffering for his actions.

It’s hard to watch a film where the 
main character is not only a killer but 
doesn’t seem to care about anything. 

 In this film the acts of violence and 
murder seem horrific, and for that 
reason, we don’t like it. Maybe that’s 
how it should be once in a while.

The first Hong Kong International Deaf Film Festival will be held at 
the Hong Kong Arts Centre, China from 17 to 19 September 2010

Louise Buglass

When I started writing my blog, 
Deafinitelygirly.com, over two years 
ago, I never expected it to still be 
going strong all this time later.

But it is, and during that time, I 
miraculously seem to have found 
something to talk about on an 
almost daily basis – although people 
who know me will know that it’s 
not that surprising as I rarely stop 
talking, even in my sleep.

Anyway, what’s also nice about 
writing Deafinitelygirly.com is 
that I’ve actually made new 
friends – from my competitors in 
the Superdrug Summer Insiders 
Competition to readers of my 
daily blog from all over the world, 
people have come to know me as 
Deafinitely Girly.

And last month, I had the pleasure 
of meeting one of them – American 
deaf blogger, Speak Up Librarian. 

After losing her hearing at 40, her 
blog looks at what life is like now: 
anything from work conferences to 
the flowers in her garden. 

Anyway, she was on holiday with 
her teenage son, The Chatterbox, in 
London, so I jumped at the chance 
to meet her for dinner by the London 
Eye. What a fabulous evening we 
had. One of the things that amazed 
me was how she could understand 
what her son was saying, with his 
braces, teenage mumbling and 
strong American accent. I, on the 
other hand, had no clue what he was 
saying half the time and spent the 
entire evening looking to Speak Up 
Librarian for a translation!

Another exciting thing that’s 
happened this month is that 
Superdrug has asked me back to 
defend my title as the Ultimate 
Summer Insider. For those of 
you who don’t know, last year I 
blogged for Superdrug, reviewing 
products and undertaking hilarious 
challenges, while in competition with 
four other girls.

At the end of the summer, I won, 
and my fabulous prize included 
a free trip to Barcelona and a 
subscription to Marie Claire – not too 
shabby, huh?

I’ve no idea what’s in store this time 
around, but its great fun writing 
about beauty products and the 
prospect of another free holiday has 
me very excited.

And it’s clearly been a month of 
good things, because I also finally 
got to see Sex & The City 2 at the 
cinema with subtitles, and I love, 
love, loved it! It was pure escapism 
with the most amazing fashion 
thrown in, and of course there was 
a fair amount of raciness, too – and 
the funniest thing, those moments 
were subtitled, right down to the 
erm… intimate details!

*Blush!*

Actress Harriet Walter’s greatly 
anticipated photographic exhibition  
Infinite Variety, has received its 
London debut at the National’s Olivier 
Theatre, following very enthusiastic 
receptions in previous venues such as 
the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Capital Centre 
for the Arts at Warwick University, the 
Cheltenham Literary Festival and most 
recently the Salisbury Arts Centre.

The exhibition of photographs, which 
Ms. Walter began to curate in 2006, 
celebrates the maturation of women 
from their mid-40’s to their 90’s.

“I wanted to create an exhibition of 
photographs of beautiful older women 
as in our image-obsessed society, few 
things have more power to alter our 
perceptions than photographs.  Pictures 
in magazines relentlessly reinforce 
impossibly idealised images of women, 
causing many to diet or have face lifts, 
often to the detriment of their health, 
happiness and self-esteem.

“By quietly looking at images of older 
women, we can learn to see the 
beauty in character, humour, wisdom, 
endurance and other inner qualities 
which shine through the inevitably 
maturing skin. Then perhaps we can 
start to love the lines and pouches as 
being a natural part of us and be proud 
of the life that has left these etchings 
on us.”

The exhibition features over 50 
photographs of women commissioned 
by a variety of photographers, some 
generously lent and with a few of 
the photographs taken by Ms. Walter 
herself. They include subjects ranging 
from from Dame Maggie Smith, Judi 
Dench and Mary Quant, through to 
women from all walks of life and in 
various professions.

Ms. Walter hopes that through her 
exhibition, older women will feel 
more positive about their own ageing, 
younger women will find a different 
kind of aspiration for their future 
and men and others in general will 
reappraise their notions of beauty and 
really see older women with a new 
interest and respect.

The title of the exhibition was inspired 
by Ms. Walter’s 2006 performance as 
Cleopatra in the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s production of Anthony and 
Cleopatra – “Age cannot wither her, 
nor custom stale her infinite variety.”  
One of theatre’s most respected stage 
actresses, Ms. Walter is also known for 
her roles in films such as Sense and 
Sensibility, Atonement and The Young 
Victoria and most recently in the 
popular ITV television drama Law and 
Order: UK.

Infinite Variety
Where: National Theatre - 
Olivier Theatre
When: 1 July - 15 August, 2010
Time: Monday to Saturday 
9:30am – 11:00pm
Sunday
12:00 – 6:00pm (when there is 
a performance in the building)

Infinite Variety 
photographic exhibition 
debuts in London
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Not by Bread Alone by the Nalaga’at Theatre Company

There will be a guest appearance 
each night from one of the following: 
Jane Asher, Michael Aspel, Ronnie 
Corbett, Penelope Keith, Matt Lucas, 
Joanna Lumley and Tim Pigott-Smith 
(subject to professional commitments) 
each introduced by Richard Stilgoe.

The show sees disabled and non 
disabled performers working together 
to create an upbeat, original retelling of 
classical Greek literature, with a Richard 
Stilgoe twist.  The place is Hades, the 
time is immemorial.

Orpheus – the legendary musician, 
guide to Jason and the Argonauts and 
friend of Ulysses and Hercules – has 
permission from the Gods to rescue 
his wife Eurydice from eternal torment.  
There is only one condition – he must 
never look back!

into independent living; providing 
opportunities for young disabled adults 
to promote personal development 
through performing arts so they gain 
the skills to live independently in the 
community and to make informed 
choices about their futures.

Speaking about the Royal Gala 
performance on the Wednesday, 
Richard Stilgoe says, “All of us at 
Orpheus are delighted that our Patron 
H.R.H. The Earl of Wessex is coming 
to see Orpheus – the Mythical at the 
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre on the 21st July 
2010.  He has already seen some of it 
– we performed several of the songs at 
Buckingham Palace eighteen months 
ago at a dinner for the Orpheus Centre.  
He has supported us for twelve years 
now, and we are really grateful to him”.

Tickets are currently on sale for 
Orpheus - The Mythical (including for 
the Royal Gala Performance) 
Call (01483) 44 00 00 or
visit www.yvonne-arnaud.co.uk.

ALL PERFORMANCES ARE BSL SIGNED

Guildford’s Yvonne Arnaud Theatre  
to welcome HRH the Earl of Wessex
This summer, Orpheus Centre students will partake in a professional 
theatre production, alongside performers from the Guildford School of 
Acting, showcasing their talents in a new Richard Stilgoe penned show

The play sees disabled and 
non disabled performers 
working together to create 
an upbeat, original retelling 
of classical Greek literature

Stilgoe says, “Orpheus – the greatest 
musician who probably never lived 
– was the inspiration for the Centre, 
and for this piece.  Since, according 
to legend, he travelled with Jason, 
Hercules, Theseus and the Argonauts, 
we have been able to cram almost 
every Greek myth into the story.  But 
mainly, like most good music theatre, 
it is a love story.  Except that it’s a love 
story with a three-headed dog in it”.

Richard Stilgoe (Cats, Phantom 
of the Opera) founded the Orpheus 
Centre 12 years ago in Godstone, 
Surrey.  The centre promotes transition 

This has always been my belief; it’s 
why theatre will always thrive regardless 
of how many new technological 
developments because there is no other 
medium that quite hits you like theatre.

Never has this been truer then with 
The Nalaga’at Centre and it’s production, 
Not by Bread Alone, an indescribably 
moving play by a performance group 
of Israeli deafblind actors, currently 
showing at London’s artsdepot.

First a little background; The 
Nalaga’at Centre, was founded in 2002 
by Adina Tal, a seeing and hearing 
theatre director/actor, she was asked 
to hold a workshop for a social group 
of deadblind people. It seemed an 
impossible task; how to get a group 
of people who cannot see or hear to 
communicate with each other and 
also on stage. Tal started the process 
through touch, “we sat in a circle and 
squeezed hands and tapped knees and 
tried to find a way of communicating. 
At every meeting I learned something 
new, but it was frustrating.”

They persevered however and their 
first play, Light is heard in Zigzag, was 
successful in Israel and also toured the 
US, Canada and Switzerland, performing 
at the Israeli parliament and the United 
Nations headquarters along the way. It’s 
a staggering achievement, and Tal was 
not about to stop there. She founded the 
Nalaga’at Centre in Jaffa Port and at the 
end of 2007 they opened their second 
play Not By Bread Alone.

The Nalaga’at Centre is not purely 
about theatre, it was designed to be a 
centre for Israel’s deafblind community 
and runs other workshops, a café and 

bar. Café Kapish is run solely by deaf 
waiters and visitors are encouraged to 
use sign language when ordering. The 
Blackout Bar is a totally dark venue 
where visitor’s are served by blind 
waiters. Both these establishments 
have come to the UK as part of the 
Nalaga’at Centre, so audiences can 
have the entire Nalaga’at experience 
alongside the performance.

The production is supported by 
Sense, the leading national charity that 
supports and campaigns for children 
and adults who are deafblind. Sense 
are also backing the artsdepot, an 
exhibition of art by British deafblind 
artists. The exhibition was created to 
complement the Nalaga’at experience 
and encourages visitors to touch the 
artwork, to close their eyes and try and 
relate to the art in the same way that 
the artists do. There are some truly 
beautiful works on display and it’s well 
worth a touch!

So, finally to the play itself, Not by 
Bread Alone, starts with the actors on 
stage, kneading the dough that is baked 
on stage as part of the play and then 
shared with the audience afterwards. 
The play comprises of sketches, played 
often for comedic effect and details the 
actors’ hopes and dreams. Interpreters 
guide the actors’ movements, and 
the performance, whilst in Hebrew, is 
subtitled and signed throughout. 

Nalaga’at is Hebrew for ‘do touch’. For 
the actors touch is their main method 
of communication and one that has 
evolved as they have worked together. 
Watching them communicate on stage 
you see: glove language; Braille; 
Russian sign language; and Israeli sign 

language used by the interpreters and 
actors. This is a process learnt through 
many years of friendship and study, and 
one that makes the bond between the 
actor’s inspiring to watch.

Not By Bread Alone steers clear from 
over exaggerated sentimentality, but 
there are small scenes that are painfully 
poignant. One actors’ dream is to walk 
alone unaided by an interpreter, the 
other actors line up and he walks down 
the line, a light touch from his friends is 
his only help.

I thoroughly recommend this play as 
a must-see: I could trot out a million 
clichés on how much I was blown away, 

but truly, I’ve never seen anything like 
it. It is both skillful and soulful, and a 
rarity to see anyone expressing such 
true emotions on stage as these actors 
do so passionately, every night to a 
mesmerized audience. 
It simply must be experienced.

Not by Bread Alone is part of LIFT 
2010, the London International 
Festival of Theatre and runs from 
Sunday 4 July to Thursday 15 July.

For more information about the 
Nalaga’at  Centre visit www.
nalagaat.org.il
For information about Sense, 
visit www.sense.org.uk

Theatre is meant to reach out and grasp the audience; send them away feeling moved, or with a greater knowledge. It should be eye 
opening, spell binding and you should wake up the next morning still feeling its resonance

Ellen Dalgairns

With no way of seeing or hearing their fellow actors, the cast have had to develop new 
methods of onstage communication, relying on touch and trust to produce a work of passion
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Jayne Fletcher, an up and coming 
sign song performer from Birmingham 
known as Fletch@, is swiftly gaining 
international recognition.

The 26 year old is bringing herself to 
attention of deaf and hearing people 
around the world after performing in 
various places including Artsfest 2009 
in Birmingham with the Fillmore Gear 
Band, Remark Awards 2009 and the 
Ronnie Scott Gig in London 2009, the 
Toronto International Deaf Film & Arts 
Festival 2009 in Canada and a sign song 
shoot with the D-PAN (Deaf Professional 
Arts Network) in America.

Twigg, where they led SignSong workshops 
for the Graeae Theatre Company.

This had a positive impact as it 
gave both deaf and hearing people an 
opening into the exploration of signed 
songs and the communication.

A momentous figure, who expresses lyrical words through sign 
language, is emerging in the Deaf culture

On any evening (from May to August) 
amongst the gentle Sussex hills near 
the old town of Lewes,  people  bearing 
rugs, collapsible chairs, picnic hampers 
and dressed in evening wear gather. 
They are opera goers and are taking 
part in a uniquely British summer ritual.

The intimate setting of house and 
grounds, complete with grazing sheep, 
provides the backdrop to productions 
by composers including Mozart, Verdi, 
Rossini, Stravinksy and Britten.

The picnic is an integral part 
of the Glyndebourne experience, 
the consumption of which can be 
enjoyed during the ‘long interval’ – a 
performance break of up to 80 minutes.  

The original theatre was replaced by 
a new opera house built in 1994 with 
a capacity of over one thousand, and 
now luxuriates in the sounds produced 
by the celebrated Orchestra of the Age 
of the Enlightenment conducted by Sir 
Charles Mackerras, beloved by singers 
and musicians alike.

Cosi Fan Tutte is one of Mozart’s 
greatest works, and also one of his 
most perplexing. The music is sublime 
but it tells a story of jealousy, infidelity 
and cynical manipulation of emotion. 
The plot is simple enough: two men 
(Ferrando and Guglielmo) are persuaded 
by a friend (Don Alfonso) to test the 
love of their fiancées (Dorabella and 
Fiordiligi) by playing a trick on them. 
The men pretend they have been called 
to the war but disguise themselves in 
order to tempt each other’s girlfriend as 
an experiment in fidelity.

Aided and abetted by the scheming 
housemaid Despina, the plan plays out 
with the two girls ‘falling for’ the two 
strangers and ends up with the four 
protagonists realising that they have 
played a game that has backfired and 
left them confused.

An evening at Glyndebourne : 
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte

William BR Jeremy

Every year since 1934 the Sussex country house of the Christie 
family has played host to an opera festival known the world over 
simply as Glyndebourne

The picnic is an integral 
part of the Glyndebourne 
experience, the consumption 
of which can be enjoyed 
during the ‘long interval’
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The test has undermined their love, 
not strengthened it, and they will have 
to live with the consequences.

The title of the opera has been debated 
ever since Mozart wrote the piece but it 
gives the general meaning as “they all 
do it”. It is a brilliant dissection of what 
men and women do to each other in the 
comedy and tragedy of life and love.

Hearing access at Glyndebourne 
is provided by a Sennheiser sound 
enhancement system which is available 
on request. It is an innovative, infra-red 
audio system which technician David 
Yapp describes as “a two-channel or a 
stereo system.

It can be run with an audio soundtrack 
of the show on one of the channels, and 
then the other channel can have an 
audio description of what’s happening 
on stage for blind or partially sighted 
audience members... the receivers go 
under the neck.

“They’re very discreet, and there are 
no cables. There are no switches. You 
turn it on and it’s working.”

For more information visit www.glyndebourne.com or call 01273 813813

Louise Buglass

SignSong like you mean it!

Jayne Fletcher is a confident 
and thought provoking 
woman, mesmerising both the 
Deaf and hearing audience

Jayne performs sign songs including 
Just Like a Pill and Dear Mr President 
by Pink, I Have Nothing by Whitney 
Houston, Evergreen by Will Young and 
Broken Strings by James Morrison. 
Some songs were solo performed and 
some were co-performed with other 
sign song performers Angela Twigg, 
Emma Case and those involved in the 
Words, Signs and Vibes Youth Theatre.

Jayne said, “My lifetime ambition is to 
teach famous singers to sing sign their 
own songs and to perform with them.”

Jayne Fletcher mesmerises both  
Deaf and hearing audiences and aspires 
to perform all over the world, increasing 
Deaf awareness in the hearing 
community as well as in the music world. 
For more information visit
www.signsong.org.uk.

Jayne lets the music 
flow through her hands, 
combining the melodious 
sound with the visual of 
music to her eyes

“I feel amazing that people really like 
my expressive SignSong performances 
and have found them quite powerful,” 
said Jayne. “I am very proud!” 

The ability to sign to songs is 
widely integrated in the Deaf culture. 
From Tomoko Nakayama in Japan, 
to the Australian duo Dislabelled, to 
Stephen Torrence in America, to Marko 
Vuoriheimo from Finland, sign singing is 
considered to be a significant creative 
element for Deaf people.

Signing to songs from the age 
of nine, Jayne has commenced her 
SignSong career at 14 where she 
performed SignSong all over the world 
before going solo as Fletch@. At 16, 
she performed When You Say Nothing 
at all with Ronan Keating from Boyzone 
at the Wembley Arena in London. Jayne 
doesn’t disappoint as she fluently lets 
the music flow through her hands, 
combining the melodious sound with 
the visual of music to her eyes.

The fresh icon is also a Young Drama 
Facilitator for Words, Signs & Vibes 
Youth Theatre. Based at the Hippodrome 
Theatre in Birmingham, this organisation 
is a performing arts youth theatre which 
works to the aim of integrating the 
Deaf and hearing communities through 
drama and sign songs.

Jayne recently completed her UK tour 
with Words, Signs & Vibes co-worker Angela 

Ellah Kandi, who also volunteers 
with the charity, has been learning BSL 
with Action Deafness Books Knowledge 
Programme and recently passed her 
Level One exams.

Ellah sings with the Emmanu’-EL 
Apostolic Gospel Academy, based at 
DeMontfort University and uses her 
sign language skills to sign the hymns 
and songs that they sing.

Ellah said, “A few years ago, whilst 
at my church, a colleague noted 
that I displayed some sign language 
potential. This ignited a desire in me 
to sign and have the opportunity to 
make a contribution to my community 
by making a difference to the lives of 
D/deaf people. I am very interested in 
further increasing my knowledge and 
skills in signing.”

Signature said, “The awards are 
designed to recognise and reward 
those who have made, in their own 
way, a significant contribution toward 
achieving a society in which deaf and 
deafblind people have full access.

“Ellah’s story is inspiring and motivational and she is a worthy 
winner of the Regional Heats.”

Ellah will now go to the National Awards Night being held in 
London on 12 November.

Signature Chief Executive, Jim Edwards, said, “We’ve been 
thrilled by the variety of teachers and learners nominated for the 
Signature Annual Awards this year. These individuals are truly 
remarkable and have clearly made a huge impression on the people 
who nominated them. It will be hard to pick a winner.”

People can study for Signature qualifications at more than 
700 locations and the organisation also administers the National 
Registers for Communication Professionals working with Deaf and 
Deafblind people. 

For more information about services and courses, contact 
Lauren Francis at Action Deafness, call 0116 257 4800 or 
SMS 07949 632 644.

Ellah Kandi, pictured on the right, signing with the EAGA choir

Action Deafness in Leicester 
proudly announced that a British 
Sign Language (BSL) student 
on their Signature course has 
won the prestigious Signature 
Learner of the Year award

Regional Signature 
winner announced
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What was it like growing up deaf? I was the only deaf person in my family, and grew up using 
sign and speech. At first I went to a mainstream school, then I went to a deaf grammar school. 
Growing up, I felt like I was part of both worlds.

You’re a very outgoing person - were you the same as a child? I had a short attention span 
when I was young and trouble with the teachers for being cheeky! Then I got involved in drama and 
played leading roles in school plays when I was 7, and that calmed me down.

What was the first film you enjoyed? Snow White! I really liked Dopey the dwarf, and later 
played him in a school play! I got in trouble for acting part of the film out that wasn’t in the script...

How did you first become interested in filmmaking? My sister had a bulky old camera and we 
used to make horror films at the weekends! Then I went on to study film history in Preston at UCLAN, 
which was a real turning point because I didn’t study drama or media at school.

What did the course teach you? We learned about the hidden meaning in films - watching old 
classics like ‘Psycho’ and other Hitchcock films, and war and gangster movies. The only problem with 
the course was it wasn’t practical! We didn’t actually make any films.

What did you do after university? I was out of work for a year! I went to America for 3 months 
where my Mum was working. While she was out I’d filming myself acting with a small camera. I made 7 or 
8 short films, one of them was a horror film where I played 4 characters. I was a bit of a one man band!

When did you work on your first funded film? When I got back I was camera man and co-
director for a £1000 film called ‘The Tape’ which was made as part of Young Deaffest, a training 
scheme for young deaf filmmakers. After that I got my first media job, working with a company called 
Deafeatures.

What was that like? It was great - I worked with deaf professionals like Bim Ajadi who gave me 
lots of advice, and I worked with other new filmmakers, like Ted Evans and Giles Bowman. We all 
visited Deaffest in November 2009 and it felt like a new filmmaking movement, we all shared ideas and 
supported each other - it was really exciting!

You got turned down for a funding scheme last year. How did you respond to that? Two of my friends got through so it was difficult. I had finished 
my contract at work and I really wanted to carry on making films, I didn’t want to stop. So I decided to help them. I worked on 3 films in one week! I was a 
production assistant, a runner, whatever they needed me to do, which helped me get more experience.

Then you turned it around in true Hollywood style by winning the Ben Steiner Bursary - how did that feel? Wow! It was a dream come true. 
I’m really excited about making the vision come true - my own idea for the first time! The film’s called ‘Luke Starr’ and it’s about a man with different personalities. 
Hopefully I can put everything I’ve learned into practice!

You’ve also just been cast in two plays. Do you see yourself as an actor or a director? I’m probably more of a director and filmmaker but I’ve always 
enjoyed acting - I’m not shy! So hopefully I’ll continue to do both.

Do you have any advice for budding filmmakers out there? If you see an opportunity, grab it! Don’t give up, and keep going.

Hearing Times interviews...
Stephen Collins   
This month Charlie Swinbourne met Stephen Collins, a young deaf director and actor who 
is soon to be the busiest man in deaf drama. Stephen has just been awarded £5000 to make 
his first film, and has also been cast in two plays.

(UK LTD)
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Rainer Hersch is a stand-up 
comedian, pianist and conductor who 
has performed on every major comedy 
stage in Britain and abroad. He has 
appeared twelve times at the Edinburgh 
Festival; featured in comedy clubs all 
across Europe and in TV shows around 
the world.

Being so well known for his classical 
music parody, didn’t stop Rainer taking 
his hearing seriously.

“He accepted me into his NHS clinic 
but offered no real treatment, apart 
from the none too consoling advice that 
the chance of it also happening in the 
other (good) ear was minimal. I then 
went to an ENT specialist in Harley 
Street who helped, somewhat to come 
to terms with being deaf”.

He realised pretty quickly that his 
hearing loss was permanent and went 
to Cubex, a London Hearing

Centre, recommend it by Benjamin 
Luxon, a singer, who has been 
previously helped by Adam Shulberg, 
one of Cubex’s hearing specialist.

“My life has changed greatly since 
then... I still struggle to hear people in 
conversation – sometimes even on a 
one-to-one basis. In situations where 
a lot of people are talking I have the 
difficulties that all deaf people have and 
can quickly drift off into my own world 
because it is so much easier. 

continued on page 13

“How hearing loss changed my life”
Always finding the best side of things, classically trained musician 
and stand up comedian, Rainer Hersch, talks about his experience 
with hearing loss with the aim of raising awareness about the 
importance of hearing and the consequences of hearing loss

Rainer was diagnosed profoundly deaf in 
one ear after contracting a virus in 1997

“My life is in performing and in 
music and I felt as if a big part 
of it had been taken away”

In 1997, he contracted a virus 
resulting in was described by the 
specialists as a ‘sudden hearing loss’ 
and was associated with a slight cold 
and various ear aches. He recalls 
becoming suddenly extremely dizzy, 

“It happened in the space of a few 
minutes. I was so dizzy I was physically 
sick and couldn’t even stand up. I was 
taken home to bed where I stayed for 
a few days and in that time the normal 
hearing on my right side disappeared and 
was replaced almost zero hearing and 
tinnitus. That’s pretty much where my 
hearing has remained to this day”. He is 
since ‘profoundly deaf’ in the right ear.

At first, Rainer was extremely 
distressed. “My life is performing and 
in music and I felt as if a big part of it 
had been taken away. To some extent I 
still do but, as time passes, you come 
to accept that this is the way you 
are now and just get on with it”. He 
tried all sorts of treatments including 
Tomatis, steroids, Chinese medicine, 
acupuncture, but nothing helped his 
hearing improve.

“As far as medics were concerned, 
my GP was fairly useless. He didn’t 
recognise what had happened, wrote 
to the local ENT consultant and got an 
appointment for me in three months 
time. I paid to see the same consultant 
the next day and that is where I found 
out exactly what was wrong with me. 
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Update from 
The 
Deaf 
One

Juliet England

It’s been a busy month in The Deaf 
One household, I am delighted 
to say, after a long wait, we have 
finally sold our house (hip hooray!) 
It’s been a challenge to say the 
least, but fortunately, last week, we 
finally had an offer we could accept. 

I’m glad I asked a hearing friend to 
come over and help when the couple 
viewed our house. The male of 
the couple was very chatty, asking 
every question you could think of. 
He talked fast and had an accent 
which made his lip pattern irregular. 
My friend communicated for me, 
repeating their questions so I could 
answer them myself and they left 
leaving me feeling very positive and 
in control. 

Nearly two weeks of nail biting, 
later they made the offer! The 
final details were made by phone 
and although my husband dealt 
with the initial calls, due to work 
commitments, was unable to use 
his mobile at the crucial point. My 
parents stepped in to help, relaying 
information over the phone so I 
could seal the deal.

While I’ve been grateful to have 
help and support from my friends 
and family when I needed it, I’ve 
been very frustrated with the estate 
agents. When we first went on the 
market, I explained to the estate 
agent that as my husband works on 
site a lot, he’s often unable to use 
his phone therefore, would they be 
happy if most of the communication 
was via email with me?

“Of course”, the estate agent said, 
“one of us is by the computer all the 
time, we can reply straight away” 
Only for the weeks that followed, to 
fill me with dismay as emails were 
left unanswered leaving me anxious 
and very left out.
 
It is so important, for businesses 
to realise the logic here. A hearing 
person can use a telephone and 
get their enquiry dealt with there 
and then. Deaf people have the 
benefit of email, but replies are 
not immediate. We are patient, we 
understand that emails can take 
some time to be responded to, but 
ideally replies should be prompt so 
we are getting the same service as 
someone able to use a telephone. 

To be ignored completely is so 
disheartening and consequently, 
makes us feel very unimportant. 
Minicoms and the use of Typetalk 
are fabulous, but unfortunately not 
always practical as email can be 
accessed on mobiles out and about, 
but Typetalk cannot.

However, sometimes, people do 
get it right. Today I had to take my 
husband into hospital for a knee 
operation. Normally, you’re told 
to ring a number at a certain time 
to enquire after your relative post 
surgery. My concern was how I could 
do the same.

“Don’t worry,” said the nurse 
admitting him, “I’ll text you when 
he’s in recovery, tell you what ward 
he’ll be going to and how he is”. 
And she did.

For many, access to communication, 
education, basic human rights and 
technology such as cochlear implants 
and hearing aids is prohibitively 
expensive or severely limited.

Sense International reports that 
of 2.5 million deaf blind people in 
the world, a quarter are based in 
the developing countries where the 
organisation operates. 

Y Care International is the overseas 
development agency of the YMCA. Sara 
Fowler, its Asia & Middle East Programme 
Coordinator, says, “Children in developing 
countries are already competing for 
scarce resources, and having a hearing 
impairment makes this more challenging 
due to the communication barriers deaf 
children face. There is also often a lack 
of understanding of the support hearing 
impaired children need, for example 
access to hearing aids and sign language.”

But despite the overall bleak picture, 
there are pockets of hope and some 
truly inspirational stories.

Tailored Help in Tanzania 
The Tanzania Association of the Deaf, 

CHAVITA (Chama cha Viziwi Tanzania), 
supported by UK-based Action on 
Disability and Development (ADD), 
teaches sign language in rural areas, 
trains sign language interpreters and 
organises awareness raising workshops.

Its secretary, Evarist Tegete, a tailor 
who is himself deaf, explains, “Before 
joining the group, I felt very alone. If 
my doctor can’t communicate with me, 
he tells me to leave. If a policeman calls 
out to you and you do not hear, they can 
become angry and beat you. Now many 
people know me and I can talk about my 
problems with other deaf people.

“ADD has encouraged us to increase 
awareness. I hope sign language will 
reach the villages so other deaf people 
will join our group and educate others 
about including deaf people.”

YMCA Pre-School, Madurai, India
The YMCA Preschool and Integrated 

Education for the hearing impaired, set 
up in Madurai in 1994, remains one 
of few local programmes accessible to 
poor families. Y Care International has 
supported it since 2001.

Up to 30 newly-enrolled hearing 
impaired children between the ages of 
two and five benefit from this project each 
year. The focus is on early identification 
and intervention. The children are 
trained for three years by fully qualified 
teachers, and intensive oral training is 
given, including lipreading, speech and 
auditory training, use of hearing aids 
and language development.

“This gives around two thirds of 
the children skills they need to then 
integrate into mainstream schools,” 
explains Sara Fowler. “Up to 10 pupils 
per year who cannot be integrated 
attend the YMCA special school in 
Visalakshipuram. As well as special 
lessons, these children attend regular 
classes with hearing children to reduce 
their sense of isolation.”

The project is based in India’s Tamil 
Nadu region. In Madurai alone, one of 
the region’s five districts, the hearing 
impaired population exceeds 12,600. 
For hearing impaired children, there 
is a shortfall in educational standards, 
vocational training and employment 
opportunities. This disproportionately 
affects poor families.

The project also addresses the 
cultural stigma attached to deafness. 
There are few opportunities for hearing 

impaired children in Tamil Nadu to make 
their voices heard and this can lead to 
discrimination and abuse.

Fowler adds, “We offer parents and 
children counselling to overcome their 
fears. One of the commonest causes of 
deafness is interfamilial marriage. The 
school highlights the dangers of these 
marriages.”

Opening Doors in Northern Ghana
In Tamale, northern Ghana, Idrissu 

believes everyone should be able to 
communicate and participate in public 
life, and that everyone’s voice should 
be heard.

Idrissu represents people with 
disabilities on the District Citizens 
Monitoring Committee (DCMC), run by 
the Christian Aid-backed SEND (the 
Social Enterprise and Development 
Foundation) and inspires many local 
deaf people because he is the only 
hearing person in Tamale who can sign.

The committee meets each month to 
learn how the government plans to use 
debt relief money, how to access it and 
how to monitor projects to ensure the 
government keeps its promises. Idrissu 
has helped disabled people become 
an integral part of this process, and 
challenge the systems preventing them 
from leading full lives.

He says, “We are all the same. It is 
not right that people are left out.”

Now in his late twenties, Karim 
Suliemanna was just two when he 
became deaf, and communicates with 
writing or sign language. “When I can’t 
speak, I can’t develop. I don’t know 
what’s happening,” he explains.

But, through Idrissu, Karim can 
fully contribute to discussions as well 
as accessing health care, training and 
business grants. He has also contributed 
to discussions with government about 
debt relief. “When we see Idrissu at a 
meeting, we have hope,” Karim adds. 
“We know we will understand, and that 
we will be heard.”

Street Work in Kenya
Deaf Child Worldwide (DCW), the 

international development arm of 
the National Deaf Children’s Society 
(NDCS), supports the Undugu Society of 
Kenya, established in 1975 to respond 
to the needs of street children. Its new 
programme to promote social inclusion 
for deaf children living and working 
in the streets of the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, aims to help 200 youngsters 
over the next three years. 

The project aims to raise awareness 
of deafness, supporting families to 
understand their child’s deafness and 
learn how to communicate, supporting 
social workers and providing access to 
education and vocational skills.

The new project will enable the 
Undugu Society to learn more about 
deaf street children, and to develop the 
right programmes to protect them from 
immediate risk, and reintegrate them 
with their families where possible.

One young girl aged of around 15 
years old had run away from home 
and was found lost in Nairobi’s Kibera 
slum. She didn’t even know her 
own name, so staff call her Bahati 
– meaning Lucky in Kiswahili. She 
was taken to Undugu’s temporary 
shelter for rehabilitation, where she 
has been learning sign language.  

She has settled in well and has been 
welcomed by the other children who 
are enthusiastically learning to sign. 
Slowly, she has opened up to staff 
and, eventually, Undugu will be able to 
reintegrate Bahati back into her family. 

Undugu will also support Bahati 
to get an apprenticeship with a local 
artisan, so that she can learn new skills 
and support herself financially. 

A Voice for Deaf People in India 
Janaki was just three months old 

when her parents abandoned her 
because of her defective ear, but her 
grit and determination have changed 
the lives of many.

Now 30, Janaki started out as a 
volunteer for ActionAid. Throughout 
her career, she has focused on women 
and children with hearing disabilities. 
Her efforts range from getting people 
hearing aids to creating employment 
opportunities for those with hearing 
impairment. This has led to more than 
100 people finding jobs. Additionally 
she started about 50 self-help groups 
of differently-abled women.

Janaki also set up the People with 
Hearing Impaired Network (PHIN), which 
now has over 1000 members, and is now 
its President. She received the NCPEDP-
Shell Helen Keller Award in 2007.

Deafness in the developing world
The World Federation of the Deaf says around 80% of deaf people worldwide live in developing 
countries, while the World Health Organisation (WHO) states there are some 278 million globally with 
moderate to profound hearing loss

Learn More
www.add.org.uk
www.ycareinternational.org
www.actionaid.org.uk
www.christianaid.org.uk
www.deafchildworldwide.info

Communication barriers for hearing impaired children in developing countries 
makes the competition for already scarce resources even more challenging

www.thedeafone.co.uk
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What sounds can cause Industrial Deafness?
Industrial Deafness can be caused by exposure to a one-off intense sound, 
such as an explosion. This is known as Impulse Noise.

We can also suffer from Industrial Deafness through exposure to unsafe loud 
sounds over a period of time, such as noise in a factory or engineering plant. 
This is known as Continuous Noise.

Injuries like these can be caused by a failure to provide hearing protectors 
when you worked in a factory or if you had to work too close to noisy 
machinery. The louder the sound the less time it takes before Noise Induced 
Hearing Loss (NIHL) occurs.

How to tell if you have Noise Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL)?
NIHL is often accompanied by a ringing, buzzing or roaring sensation in one 
or both ears, called tinnitus; though it is not always present.

Exposure to impulse and continuous noise may cause either temporary or 
permanent hearing loss.

NIHL symptoms can increase gradually and you may not have been aware 
of the symptoms until recently, even if exposure to the noise was years ago. 
Over time you may find noises such as the TV becoming distorted or muffled 
and you may find it difficult to understand speech.

Obviously none of us are superhuman and a gradual loss of hearing is perfectly 
natural for many of us as we grow older and that is not an NIHL injury.

So by taking a fast, simple hearing test can we can easily determine whether 
you have NIHL. Attwood Solicitors can arrange an absolutely free test with a 
local hearing expert for you, in some special circumstances even at your own 
home, and advise whether you can claim as much as £10,000 in compensation 
without you spending a single penny.

Free Legal Advice
If you’d like to know more about making a claim or to arrange a free 
consultation with our Industrial Deafness specialists, call 0800 587 3231 or 
text ‘claim’ to 07533 403 279 for a return call.

Professional Referrers
We are looking for professional referrers to refer us patients, who they 
suspect are suffering from noise induced hearing loss (NIHL). If you would 
like to become a referrer, please call 0800 587 3231 to discuss.

Can we help you make a claim?
If you’ve been exposed to harmful noise at work and are suffering 
hearing loss, even if the exposure was as long ago as the 1970’s 
and even if your employer’s firm no longer exists, you may have a 
genuine claim for Industrial Deafness.

Exposure to unsafe noises, either sudden sounds that are too loud or loud 
sounds that last a long time, are much more dangerous. They can damage our 
inner ears, causing Noise-Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL).

Disabled entrepreneurs across the 
UK are entering to win a £50,000 first 
prize and the title of Stelios Disabled 
Entrepreneur of the Year 2010. 

This major award, run by Leonard 
Cheshire Disability and sponsored by 
easyGroup Chairman Sir Stelios Haji-
Ioannou, was presented in 2009 to 
John Pickup from  and his company 
Amputees in Action, a business that 
specializes in supplying amputee extras 
and stuntmen for film, television and 
for forces casualty training.

The 2010 winner will receive a 
cheque at the Growing Business Awards 
in London in London on Thursday 25 
November.

  Sir Stelios said, “I am very passionate 
about encouraging an enterprising 
spirit and decided to work with Leonard 
Cheshire Disability to set up the award 
in 2007.

 “We received a terrific response last 
year from disabled entrepreneurs all 
over the UK and as one of the judges 
I was amazed by the high standard of 
entries. 

“With 50 per cent of disabled adults 
out of work, removing barriers disabled 
people face in business is essential. Self 
employment is the only viable option 
for many disabled people as it offers 
flexibility and helps bypass much of the 
prejudice that sadly still exists.” 

To find out how to enter visit 
www.disabledentrepreneur.org 
and the closing date for entries is 
Friday 3 September.

£50,000 competition 
launched to find 
2010 entrepreneurI realise I lip read quite a lot and 

rarely stand facing anyone directly. 
Rather, I stand side-on so that my 
good ear is getting as much play as 
possible. It probably creates a pretty 
odd impression”.

One of the things Rainer finds it 
slightly overlooked is that deaf people 
also lose spatial awareness.

“You unconsciously get a lot of 
information about where you are and 
where the objects around you are from 
hearing.

“This may just be to do with loss of 
sound localization skills which becoming 
deaf sometimes entails. I bump into 
things more than I used to and realise 
I am using touch more than I did – 
especially when it’s dark. 

“The localisation thing is a pain in the 
neck - If I lose my mobile phone in the 
house, for example, I have to phone 
it about ten times before I can finally 
track down which room it is in and what 
piece of paper I have left it under.

“More generally, because sounds 
don’t have a specific source, it can be 
harder to concentrate and this can lead 
to a sort of permanent disorientation”.

He also encounters difficulties when 
performing music. “My appreciation of 
sound quality has definitely diminished 
and I still, occasionally, find myself 
grieving that. On the upside, when I play 
the piano or conduct an orchestra – even 
when I am in front of an audience, I am 
right on top of the sound so it’s loud.

To increase public awareness 
and overcome the stigma 
associated with hearing loss, 
Reiner Hersch is judging a 
celebrity look-a-like competition 
in collaboration with Cubex and 
Hear the World charity.

Dionne Warwick, Smokey 
Robinson, Annie Lennox and 
Sting are among more than 40 
renowned artists who support 
Hear the World and have been 
photographed by musician and 
Hear the World photographer 
Bryan Adams in a “conscious 
pose of hearing” – with one hand 
cupped behind their ear.

To enter the competition send 
in your photo imitating the 
conscious pose of hearing and the 
name of the star you look like to 
maddy@cubex.co.uk or 25 New 
Cavendish Street, London, W1G 
8LP before 16 July 2010.

The best look-a-like will win FREE 
VIP tickets for two at the famous 
“Last Night at the Proms” that will 
take place in Hyde Park, London, 
on the 11 September 2010.
For more information visit 
www.cubex.co.uk/promotions

Continued from page 11

Rainer Hersch explains how hearing loss has 
effected him personally and professionally

If I lose my mobile phone 
in the house I have to call 
it about ten times before I 
can finally track down which 
room it is in and what piece 
of paper I have left it under

“Also, all this is in the context of my 
having perfect hearing in my good ear 
and that, of course, helps a lot. Many 
people who have hearing loss are not 
so lucky”.

Against all the difficult situations, 
Rainer continues to enjoy performing 
on stage, broadcasting regularly for the 
BBC or writing as a columnist for BBC 
Music Magazine.

Always finding the best side of things, 
the endearing comedian concluded: “I 

once had to do a 
questionnaire for 
a magazine. One 
of those ‘when 
were you at your 
happiest?’, ‘what do 
you least like about 
your appearance?’ 
type things. One of 
the questions was 
‘what is the most 
extravagant thing 
you own?’ I put: 
‘my hi-fi.’

“The speakers 
alone cost £2,000, 
the cables £500. 
And here’s the 
irony – I am almost 
completely deaf in 
one ear. To me, it’s 
not even in stereo”.
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Sudoku

Medium

Fill in the blank squares so that 
each row, each column and each 
3-by-3 block contain all of the 
digits 1 through 9
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A miscellany of theatre, film, charity and fundraising events

to keep readers informed of happenings in deaf
and hard of hearing communitiesEvents Guide

Theatre
STAGETEXT provides captioning for theatres and other 
arts venues to provide access to live performances for 
deaf, deafened and hard of hearing people Community

Photo of the 
Month
Bryony Parkes

For more event listings visit our website
www.hearingtimes.co.uk

If you go to an event why not write 
and tell us about it? We might put it in 
the next issue of the newspaper!

Seeing history brought to life is time well spent.
See how our ancestors lived, where they worked
and the gardens they created. Visiting National
Trust places can really bring the past to life. You’re
never far away from us so come along for a visit.

Why not ask about the Access for All Admit One Cards for disabled
visitors, or see our free Access Guide for details of access provisions at
our places. For more information on how to obtain Admit One cards
or the Access Guide, e-mail enquiries@nationaltrust.org.uk or phone
01793 817634. We can also tell you about our Access for All Links
Passes for group visits by disabled or older people.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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July
Saturday 10 
3:00 PM  Through a Glass Darkly 
Almeida Theatre, London

3:00 PM  Hi-De-Hi!  
Lyceum Theatre, Sheffield

Monday 12 
8:00 PM  The Comedy of Errors  
Open Air Theatre, Regent’s Park, 
London

Tuesday 13 
7:30 PM  Salome  
Hampstead Theatre, London

7:30 PM  Chitty Chitty Bang Bang - 
Touring 
Liverpool Empire, Liverpool

Thursday 15 
7:45 PM  Laughter in the Rain  
Lyceum Theatre, Sheffield

Friday 16 
7:30 PM  Columbo (Captioned by 
Theatre Royal Plymouth)  
Theatre Royal, Plymouth

Saturday 17 
2:30 PM  Alice  
The Crucible, Sheffield

Tuesday 20 
7:30 PM  Sucker Punch  
Royal Court Theatre, London

7:30 PM  Through a Glass Darkly 
Almeida Theatre, London

Thursday 22 
7:30 PM  Les Miserables (tour)  
Bristol Hippodrome, Bristol

7:30 PM  The Tempest  
Old Vic Theatre, London

Saturday 24 
2:30 PM  Phantom of the Opera  
Her Majesty’s Theatre, London 

Tuesday 27 
7:30 PM  Billy Elliot The Musical  
Victoria Palace Theatre, London

Wednesday 28 
7:30 PM  After the Dance  
National Theatre - Lyttelton Theatre, 
London

7:45 PM  No Idea 
Young Vic, London

Friday 30 
7:45 PM  Shakespeare The Man From 
Stratford  
Richmond Theatre, Richmond 

Saturday 31 
1:00 PM  Julius Caesar 
RSC Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-
upon-Avon

2:00 PM  As You Like it 
Old Vic Theatre, London

2:30 PM  Calendar Girls 
Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff

August
Wednesday 4  
2:30 PM  The Railway Children 
Former Eurostar Terminal, Waterloo 
Station, London

Thursday 5 
7:15 PM  As You Like It 
RSC Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-
upon-Avon

7:30 PM  The Beauty Queen of 
Leenane  
Young Vic, London

Saturday 7 
2:30 PM  Oliver! The Musical  
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, London

Monday 9 
7:30 PM  Welcome to Thebes  
National Theatre - Olivier Theatre, 
London

Tuesday 10 
7:30 PM  The House of Bilquis Bibi  
Hampstead Theatre, London

Wednesday 11 
7:30 PM  Les Miserables (tour)  
The Lowry, Salford

Thursday 12 
7:30 PM  Hairspray
Theatre Royal, Plymouth  

7:30 PM  The Sound of Music
Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham 
7:45 PM  Spur of the Moment  
Royal Court Theatre, London

Saturday 14 
2:00 PM  Danton’s Death  
National Theatre - Olivier Theatre, 
London

2:30 PM  Hairspray
Theatre Royal, Plymouth

Thursday 26 
7:30 PM  La Bohème
Soho Theatre, London

7:30 PM  Hairspray
Liverpool Empire, Liverpool

July
‘Acting for Camera’ summer course 
for Deaf/BSL users
19 - 30 July    Academy of Live and 
Recorded Arts (ARLA), London, near 
Clapham Junction
This course is free and no experience 
is needed, simply a keen interest in 
acting and a committment to this two-
week long course.
‘Acting for Camera’ is led by Sam Dore, 
a Deaf filmmaker who uses BSL, which 
ensures there is direct communication 
between the tutor and the students 
in their own language. This means 
students become fully immersed in the 
workshops, gain invaluable experience 
and have confidence in their skills 
as Deaf actors. To sign up, or find 
out more, please email Amy on 
asmith@alra.co.uk
or go to www.alra.co.uk

Windsor Castle, Great Kitchen
BSL Interpreted and Lipspeaking 
Guided Tour
31 July at 12:00    Adults: £20.50, 
over 60s/students: £18.50
under 17s: £10.50, family (2 adults, 3 
under 17s): £53.50
Join a BSL Interpreted & Lipspeaking 
guided tour of the great kitchen 
at Windsor Castle. Tickets include 
standard admission to the castle, entry 
into the state apartments, Queen 
Mary’s dolls’ house, St George’s Chapel 
and a free souvenir guide.
Booking essential : call 020 7766 
7323 or email adulteducation@
royalcollection.org.uk

 
August
BSL Interpreted Lecture at the 
V&A museum
6 August   18:30 - 19:30
V&A Museum, South Kensington
Richard Slee - From Utility to Futility
A talk on internationally renowned 
ceramist, Robert Slee’s display of 
his latest works which looks at such 
themes as the demise of male DIY, 
and the shift in the crafts from items 
of everyday utility to autonomous art 
objects. For more information visit 
www.vam.ac.uk

Calling all brides-to-be
   Are you planning a wedding or 
civil partnership between July and 
November 2010
   Have you been organising the 
wedding of your dreams?
   Would you like to win a luxury 
honeymoon?
LIVING’S hit show ‘Four Weddings’ 
is back and looking for more brides-
to-be to attend and score each 
other’s weddings. Each wedding 
will be scored on the venue, the 
food, the overall experience and 
of course, the dress. The couple 
who score the highest will win the 
luxury honeymoon of their dreams!

For more information email 
4weddings@itv.com or call 
020 7157 3596 and leave a 
message including the date 
of your wedding day and your 
telephone number

Hasn't the weather been glorious? 
A proper summer at last!

I took this photo while I was 
looking for some fairies at the 
bottom of the garden.

Taken with a Nikon D90 at 
(1/160) and f/22.0 I had a tiny 
aperture to create the best 
sunflare possible.

Bryony has loved photography 
ever since purchasing her 
first DSLR in 2007. Now 
using a Nikon D90, which she 
describes as her pride and 
joy (along with her children!) 
Bryony captures the mood of 
the month for us in each issue.

www.bryonyclairephotography.co.uk

SignSong
honeymoon
government
photography
TextRelay
battery
Tanzania
Telecoil
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The team of eight from The Hearing 
Company completed the BRMB 
Walkathon accompanied by a giant ear 
mascot.

Together they managed to raise just 
over £400, which will be donated to the 
event’s nominated charity, the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham Charity. 

Hearing aid dispenser Wendy Hodge 
led the team, which also included 
branch manager Janice Rushton and her 
husband Jason, Wendy’s sons Daniel 
and Samm, her brother Ian Perry and 
colleagues from The Hearing Company 
Emma Wozniak and David Whitehouse.

“We had real fun and despite sore 
feet the following morning it was a 
great feeling to complete the course 
and support such a worthwhile charity,” 
said Wendy.

“Two members of the team bravely 
took stints wearing our Eric the Ear 
costume, which meant they had to 
work extra hard, but it really helped us 
stand out from the crowd and drum up 
additional support.”

Money from the Walkathon will help 
the hospital charity create a new space 
for military patients and their families, 

Shop staff walk for charity

(L-R) The Walkathon team: Emma Wozniak; Daniel Hodge (dressed as Eric the 
Ear); Wendy Hodge; David Whitehouse; Ian Perry; and Samm Hodge

Staff from a Walsall hearing care centre, in the West Midlands, have 
been stepping out for charity to raise money for injured soldiers

which will form an important part of the 
recovery and rehabilitation process for 
injured servicemen and women.

“We are grateful to all our friends, 
relatives and colleagues who sponsored 
us and customers who kindly made 
donations at the branch,” Wendy added.

“My sons have an old schoolmate who 

Money raised will help the 
hospital charity create a new 
space for military patients 
and their families

was injured during service and required 
the facilities at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. It has touched many people’s 
lives and is certainly a fantastic cause 
to support.”

The Hearing Company is part of 
Scrivens Opticians and has been 
providing hearing care services for more 
than 50 years. The BRMB Walkathon 
was held in June over a 26 mile course 
around Birmingham involving 8,000 
walkers. 

The event began in 1983 and since 
then has raised more than £4 million for 
local charities.

Opera conductor and 
pianist Rundell, 32, and 
South, 38, a clarinetist, 
left Scotland last month 
(June) on their five-
week, 1500-mile odyssey, 
during which they will 
cover 60 miles a day 
before returning by ferry 
and train. 

The two friends aim to 
raise £5,000 to be split 
between the National 
Deaf Children’s Society 
(NDCS) and Dummy Jim - a film about 
the original adventurer, who set off 
in 1951 with £12, two jumpers and a 
tent. Bad roads forced Duthie, then 
aged 28, to cut his journey short in 
Sweden’s Kiruna, 500km from South 
and Rundell’s ultimate destination – the 
Arctic Circle’s North Cape.

Duthie, who was well-known in his 
local town of Cairnbulg, returned to 
Scotland and wrote a book about his 
adventures, I Cycled into the Arctic 
Cycle, which he sold door-to-door 
before being killed in a mysterious car 
accident in 1965. 

Now Rundell and South have geared 
up to recreate the original journey by 
fundraising as hard as possible. Special 
edition tea towels have been sold, and 
the pair, who first met as Cambridge 
students who played in the same band, 
also staged a performance in Glasgow 
of avant-garde Argentinean composer 
Mauricio Kagel’s Eine Brise, a work for 
no fewer than 111 cyclists! 

Pedalling into the Arctic Circle
Glasgow-based musicians Alex South and Olly Rundell are pedalling in the 
tyre tracks of legendary deaf Scotsman James Duthie, known affectionately 
as ‘Dummy Jim’, as they cycle from Scotland to the Arctic Circle to complete 
in Duthie’s honour the ride he set out on almost six decades ago

“We had 80 cyclists 
show up, so it was great,” 
Rundell told Hearing 
Times. Neither he nor 
South has any personal 
experience of deafness 
or hearing loss, but 
both were inspired by 
Duthie’s courage and 
determination. 

They first heard about 
the Scotsman after a 
fundraising event where 
they met award-winning 
Edinburgh-based film 
maker Matt Hulse, who 

has been working on bringing Duthie’s 
story to the big screen for three years. 
He has even been in touch with some of 
Duthie’s surviving relatives to tell them 
about the film and cycling projects. 

Neither Rundell nor South 
has any personal experience 
of deafness or hearing loss, 
but both were inspired 
by Duthie’s courage and 
determination

The script is based on the cyclist’s 
original journal, which also formed the 
basis for his book. Now Hulse and his 
team are determined to wrap the low-
budget film ahead of next summer’s 
60th anniversary of Duthie’s setting off 
from his home on the Aberdeenshire 
coast through Scandinavia and into the 
frozen north.

The route goes from Gothenburg on 
the west coast of Sweden and into the 
Arctic Circle, just north of Overtornea 
on the Swedish-Finnish border. Rundell 
and South will then pedal on to the 
North Cape in Norway, mainland 
Europe’s northernmost point. 

“We’ll be camping and staying in 
hostels,” added Rundell. “It will be 
challenging, especially in northern 
Norway where it gets mountainous. But 
the continuous daylight means we can 
take some time off during the day then 
get back on the bikes in the evening. 
We’re really looking forward to being on 
the road.” 

The award will help create an event 
called Being Me Being, in which the artist 
will lead yoga classes made up of people 
with hearing difficulties who are taught 
via the medium of sign language.

“The aim of the project is to target 
people who have hidden disabilities,” said  
Sarah Scott, who received the grant. 

Sarah is known as one of the main 
innovators of Signed Song, where sign 
language is put to well known songs and 
combined with dance, mime and acting 
to help a participant visualise the song in 
as many ways as possible.

Being Me Being is an extension of 
this. The artist’s premise is that some 
yoga postures resemble a sign and 
have an expression, which can be used 
as a method of unraveling layers of the 
participants’ consciousness. Her desire is 
to explore some of these postures with 
a view to investigating the expressive 
nature of yoga.

Sarah will also be working with 
the experienced visual artist, Rachel 
Gadsden. Rachel, who is disabled, will 
be making drawings and paintings of the 
group. Along with Sarah, she also plans 
to encourage the participants to draw or 
paint what comes up for them as they 

explore the nature of the yoga postures.
The events will be filmed with the view 

of placing the recording on a website. 
Sarah is also hopeful that additional 
funding can be secured to enable a high 
quality film to be made that can be viewed 
at a number of large outdoor screenings.

Being Me Being is seen as a tool that its 
participants can use to whatever degree 
they wish. “I’m not going to predetermine 
where it takes people,” says Sarah. “I feel 
it’s an exploration that can go as far or as 
short as each individual takes it.”

Kevin Wilson, Director of Artpoint said of 
the grant, “Sarah has a great track record 
of producing amazing work. The panel was 
unanimous in their decision to award Sarah 
a Go Public award. We felt this award 
would aid Sarah’s development into new 
ways of working with new agencies and 
new groups of people.

Kevin continued, “It is often difficult 
for artists working in a specific field to 
diversify into other areas and develop 
complex projects; this award and the 
support from Artpoint and Dada South 
will enable Sarah’s practice to reach 
new areas.”

Prior to concentrating on developing 
her yoga teaching, Sarah worked in 

James Whitworth

Grant awarded to sign language yoga teacher
A partially deaf artist has been awarded a share of a £55,000 grant by the arts agencies Artpoint and Dada South

management roles, including a spell as 
Combined Arts/Disability Arts Office with 
the Arts Council.

She has now been teaching yoga 
for ten years, most of which time has 
included teaching classes for deaf people 
using sign language.

Being Me Being will be taking place in 
Kent this autumn. Venues are currently 
being confirmed and may include sessions 
at Canterbury Cathedral as well as on a 
beach between Folkestone and Dover.

If you are interested in taking 
part contact Sarah via email at 
ssbeingme@gmail.com

The award will aid development into new 
ways of working and complex projects

Hearing Times has been 
invited to be part of the 
Deaf Community Outreach 
Team, part of the London 
Organising Committee of 
the Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games (LOCOG).

The role of the team is to pass 
on information and updates about 
the Games and opportunities 
to the wider community. These 
opportunities exist in various 
areas including, business 
opportunities, volunteering, jobs 
and skills, culture and education 
and we want Deaf people to be 
involved in all areas.

Hearing Times will be helping to 
get messages across to as many 
deaf people as possible using 
various communication channels.

Each issue of the newspaper 
will feature an article of interest 
and you can also keep up to 
date with the latest Games 
developments on our website 
www.hearingtimes.co.uk.

London 2012

Juliet England

  For more information visit:
  www.dummyjim.com/
  www.ollyandalex.com
  www.ndcs.org.uk


